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Town Mayor’s Report 
 
My year as Town Mayor has been eventful and enjoy-
able. The newly elected council has now settled into its 
responsibilities.  New members have come to council 
brimming with enthusiasm for schemes they feel will 
improve our town.  Resources for some of these new 
projects have been put in place. Therefore, later this 
year two replacement bus shelters in the High Street 
and new apparatus for Stonards Hill play area will be 
installed.   
 
Council is also determined to stage a winter market in 
2008 and a summer fair in 2009.  It is hoped that the 
planning and management of community events will 
become an even more important aspect of council’s 
activities in years to come. 
 
The town council was very pleased to have yet again 
managed to facilitate the Christmas light display, in 
spite of yet more regulations.  High costs associated 
with the new regulations have seen many settlements 
abandon the attempt to continue with this traditional 
display.  Epping too has had to find additional funding 
for the lights over recent years.  The fine work of some  
High Street traders (in particular David Cole and Hum-
phrey Wheeler) and assistance from local Rotarians 
and the Epping Society, has kept costs within reason-
able limits and enabled the lights to continue.   
 
The town council works with many local organisations 
to provide valuable services to local people.  Giving 
practical assistance as well as small grants to sport’s 
clubs, elderly peoples’ services, entertainments and the 
arts.  Cooperation with local organisations is funda-
mental to  the activities of the town council. 



Planning and General Purposes Committee 
 
Chairman : Cllr. K Avey                     Vice Chairman: Miss O D Dunseath 
Committee: Cllrs J Lewis; R Macrae; J A Smith; Miss M Starling  
 

The planning committee has tried hard this year to represent a balanced local view on 

matters under discussion.  It uses its role as a statutory consultee in the planning sys-

tem to protect the town from inappropriate development.  

 

As in previous years, the pressure for residential development in Epping is intense.  

The Green Belt and close proximity of Epping Forest have given Epping town a meas-

ure of protection against encroachment and loss of identity.  However, within the 

town’s boundaries there is now intense pressure for ever more dense residential devel-

opment.  Large houses with extensive gardens are considered ‘brownfield sites’ in the 

planning system.  Small flatted developments or compact ‘cottage’ style houses are 

springing up on these sites.  With accommodation at a premium, these developments 

can fill an important need but committee tries to ensure Epping’s ‘sense of place’ is not 

lost  in the urgent rush to provide accommodation. During the period 1st May 07 to 

31st January 08 committee examined 157 applications for planning. 

As well as responding to planning applications, committee deals with many consulta-

tion requests from other statutory bodies for a local view.  The subject matter of these 

consultations ranges from post office closures to the counties Gypsy accommodation 

needs.   

 

Committee also organised representation of its views at two local planning inquiries. 
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CONTACT THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Epping Hall 

St John’s Road, Epping CM16  5JU 
Tel: 01992 579444 
Fax: 01992 579446 

 
Email:  

info@eppingtowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: 

www.eppingtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

FUNCTIONS 

Recreation Grounds 
Statutory Planning Consultee 

Allotments 
Market 

Cemetery 
Community Halls 

Bus Shelters 
Seats 

Public Toilet 



 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR 06/07(APPROX) AND NET BUDGET FOR 08/09     

  Actual 
Net 

Est Net Net Exp   Est 07/08 Est 07/08 

  Exp 
06/07 

Exp 
07/08 

Budget 
08/09 

  Receipts Payments 

  £000's £000's £000's   £000's £000's 

Allotments 8 3 4   1 4 

Public Toilet 5 8 8  0 8 

Cemetery -21 -5 -3   35 30 

Epping Hall 50 50 49   32 82 

Garage 1 0 0   0 0 

Interest -6 -6 -5   6 0 

Jack Silley Pavilion 0 5 10   11 16 

Market -26 -17 -15   95 78 

Miscellaneous 7 0 28   17 16 

Recreation Ground 70 81 83   1 82 

Administration 71 74 77   0 74 

Stonards Hill 13 17 24   5 22 

Capital 47 18 40   0 18 

PWB Repayment 96 96 96   0 96 

Grants -27 5 5   0 5 

Planning 14 15 15   0 15 

to/from earmarked reserve 11 31 -17   11 42 

Total 311 376 399   213 589 

Precept -325 -365 -360       

Net Expenditure -14 11 39       

              

   Earmarked reserves at end of 07/08 

General Fund Balance 000's    000's 

07/08 b/f balance 134   Capital Spending Fund  40 

+ Est Income 07/08 578   Cemetery   0.4 

- Est Exp 07/08 589   War Memorial   0.2 

balance c/f to 08/09 123   Theydon Trust Loan   15 

      Xmas Lights Assoc. Cap. 
Fund 

0.5 

      57 Asset Replacement 

     



  

 

COUNCILLORS’ ATTENDANCE SUMMARY 
2007/2008  

 

Name 
  

 

Council 
Planning & 
General  

Purposes  

Actual Possible Actual Possible Actual Possible 

Avey, K 10 10 17 19 (0) (1) 

Clark Mrs L 3 10 (0) (19) (0) (1) 

Dunseath, Miss O D 10 10 19 19 (1) (1) 

Hedges, Mrs J 8 10 14 (19) (0) (1) 

Hines,  E J 7 10 12 19 1 1 

Lewis, J 8 10 15 19 (0) (1) 

Macrae, R 10 10 15 19 (0) (1) 

Murphy, B D 9 10 18 19 1 1 

Pegrum, H 8 10 (0) (19) 1 1 

Smith, J A 10 10 19 19 (0) (1) 

Starling, Miss M 8 10 16 19 (0) (1) 

Whitbread, Mrs M-L 7 10 (1) (19) (0) (1) 

Corporate  

Governance  

Advisory 

       Note:  Numbers in brackets indicate not a member of that committee 
   

 Meetings included from 15th May 07 to 29th January 08 


