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U.S. troops landing on Omaha Beach.
© Time Life Pictures/National Archives/The LIFE Picture Collection/Getty Images.
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The Royal Navy
Admiral Sir Ben Key KCB CBE ADC - First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff

On 6 June 1944, Operations Neptune and Overlord 
unfolded. Meticulously planned over the course of years, 
they set the stage for one of humanity's most audacious 
military campaigns as the Allies sought to retake Western 
Europe from the Nazis. In planning and execution, the 
synchronised movements of hundreds of thousands of 
personnel and millions of tonnes of steel by sea and air 
onto the land, paved the way for extraordinary success.

In 2024 we will gather to celebrate the 80th anniversary of 
D-Day. The numbers of those who remain grow fewer every year 
but their deeds remain as inspiring as ever. They sailed offshore, 
flew overhead and stormed the beaches, facing down incredible 
odds with unwavering resolve. Their footsteps are forever etched 
in history's sands and their bravery reflects the highest of human 
courage and determination.

The Royal Navy is delighted to participate in the lighting of 
beacons on 6 June 2024 to pay tribute to all those who took 
part in D-Day, whether as part of the landings or supporting 
from the United Kingdom. The values that those involved were 
fighting for are ones that we continue to uphold – peace, 
freedom and democracy. Through this endeavour, we can 
connect communities across the country in memory of all those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice.

Admiral Sir Ben Key KCB CBE ADC
First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff
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The British Army
General Sir Patrick Sanders KCB CBE DSO ADC Gen - Chief of the General Staff

On the 6th June 2024, the D-Day 80 events will mark 80 
years since one of the most significant military operations 
in history, we remember with everlasting gratitude those 
who gave their lives for the freedom of Europe. The British 
Army is delighted to participate in the lighting of the 
beacons to pay tribute to them.

The ultimate success of D-Day and the subsequent campaign is 
testament to the strength of international alliances. It reminds us 
of friends and partners who stood together against tyranny and 
oppression to force invaders from sovereign land; of soldiers 
from many different nations who boarded the landing craft to a 
fate unknown. Who in soaked khaki and the fearsome noise of 
battle pushed forward while friends fell alongside them. They 
gave their best and bravest; we will always remember them.

The D-Day landings were an astonishing achievement. A 
triumph of soldiers, sailors and airmen working in concert to 
achieve a victory which was fiercely fought, terribly bloody, and 
truly remarkable. Over 154,000 troops from eight allied 
nations boarded 6,000 vessels to cross the English Channel. 
24,000 Allied paratroopers and glider infantry drifted down 
from above, skirting 88mm guns. Field Marshal Montgomery’s 
message to the troops rung true – it was a great and righteous 
cause and will continue to live in history, as the last 80 years 
have proved.

Learning the lessons from the past is never more pertinent than 
now as we face war in Europe once again. The post-war 
international order which has maintained peace and prosperity 
in Europe since the second world war is under threat. As we did 
then, we must ensure our alliances and partnerships are ever 
closer and stronger.

I am enormously grateful to the Army Benevolent Fund for 
everything they have done and continue to do in support of our 
service people and veterans. The Army established the ABF in 
1944 as a direct result of the plight of those discharged at the 
end of World War I, and a determination to do better by those 
returning from World War II.

80 years later, the Army’s national charity continues to provide 
a lifetime of support to serving soldiers, former soldiers, and 
their immediate families when they are in need, such that they 
are afforded the opportunity to avoid hardship and enjoy 
independence and dignity.

General Sir Patrick Sanders KCB CBE DSO ADC Gen
Chief of the General Staff
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The Royal Air Force
Air Chief Marshal Sir Rich Knighton KCB ADC FREng - Chief of the Air Staff

On the 6 June 1944, Allied Forces launched the invasion 
of German-occupied western Europe, one of the greatest 
operations of all time – the D-Day Normandy landings. 
Allied fighter pilots patrolled the perimeters establishing 
an aerial ‘umbrella’ and bombers cratered local enemy 
airfields, in addition to the continued bombardment of rail 
and road centres. While maintaining air superiority, fighter 
pilots were able to exploit their situation, flying armed 
reconnaissance in the battle area, firing rockets, dropping 
bombs, and unleashing their machine guns, contributing 
massively to the liberation of western Europe. What is 
often forgotten is that over 3,500 RAF personnel played 
key roles in the war efforts in western Europe as the 
significant deeds in the air and RAF personnel supported 
operations from the ground, including the construction of 
airfields, servicing aircraft and providing a forward air 
control function.

Since then, the Royal Air Force has continued to be ever vigilant, 
identifying and responding to threats that could affect us and 
our families, but they are also ready to prevent conflict and 
ready to deliver urgent assistance that is needed here in the UK 
or around the world. In 2022 alone, more than 7,250 people 
were deployed in 75 countries and directly supported 41 
operations across five continents and the Falkland Islands.

Along with the other Services, on 6 June 2024, the Royal Air 
Force will be participating in the lighting of the beacons to mark 
the 80th anniversary of D-Day and pay tribute to those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice. Not only will we be remembering 
the brave men and women who played their part in the Second 
World War, we will also take a moment of reflection to 
acknowledge the current and future support and commitment 
from the RAF community, including serving personnel and their 
families, veterans, Air Training Corps, and reservists.

Air Chief Marshal Sir Rich Knighton KCB ADC FREng
Chief of the Air Staff
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The 6th June 2024 marks 
the 80th anniversary of 
D-Day, when Allied forces 
mounted the largest 
amphibious invasion the 
world has ever witnessed. 
In 1944 Operation Overlord 
saw around 4,000 ships 
and landing craft set down 
about 132,500 troops on 
five Normandy beaches in 
an action that would bring 
about the liberation of 
north-west Europe from 
Nazi occupation.

The bravery and sacrifice of those people in securing the peace 
and freedom we enjoy today will be observed by the lighting of 
beacons around the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man 
and UK Overseas Territories. I hope your community will join us.

We are asking villages, towns, cities and organisations of all sizes 
to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day by lighting a beacon at 
9.15pm on 6th June 2024, in celebration of the ‘light of peace’ 
that emerged out of the darkness of war, followed by an event to 
commemorate one of the most momentous achievements in 
living memory. Your event could be devoted to raising valuable 
funds for The Royal Naval Association, ABF The Soldiers’ Charity, 
The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund and The Merchant Navy 
Association. You will find details of how to participate on pages 
53 and 54 of this guide.

It is our country’s opportunity to remember over 209,000 Allied 
casualties of Operation Overlord. This includes nearly 37,000 
ground forces and 16,714 air forces killed in the invasion of 
Normandy’s Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword beaches, 
and the long and bloody campaign that followed. We plan to 
light beacons on all five beaches to remember those who died 
or came home wounded.

The statistics behind the successful operation, which eventually 
convinced the Nazi high command that their defeat was inevitable, 
are both shocking and awe inspiring. German defence forces were 
drawn away from Normandy by distraction tactics as resources 
were secretly built up on the English coast.

Nine million tonnes of supplies and equipment were shipped 
across the Atlantic and 1.4 million American servicemen arrived to 

join a substantial contingent of Canadian forces. By 1944 over two 
million troops from 12 countries were in Britain preparing for the 
invasion. On D-Day, American, British and Canadian troops were 
augmented by personnel from Australia, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
the Netherlands, France, Greece, New Zealand, Norway, Rhodesia 
and Poland. Soon after midnight on 6th June, more than 180,000 
Allied paratroopers were dropped into the invasion area, and 
Allied air crews flew 14,674 sorties to support the landings.

Plan for landings in Normandy June 1944. Background photo: British troops landing on Sword Beach. © Robert Hunt Library/Mary Evans Picture Library.

Introduction
Bruno Peek CVO OBE OPR, Pageantmaster
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Bruno Peek CVO OBE OPR
Pageantmaster
D-Day 80 Anniversary 6 June 2024
www.d-day80beacons.co.uk

Operation Neptune, the naval phase of the campaign, saw nearly 
7,000 vessels, including battleships, destroyers, minesweepers and 
assault craft, escorting and landing the ground troops on the 
beaches and bombarding German coastal defences.

There were approximately 
156,000 Allied troops that 
landed in Normandy by sea 
and air on D-Day, of whom 
around 130,000 landed on 
the beaches, so you might be 
surprised to learn that despite 
the extraordinary courage 
displayed by so many on 6th 
June 1944, just one Victoria 
Cross was awarded. It went to 
Company Sergeant Major 
Stanley Hollis of the 6th 
Battalion, The Green Howards, 
who landed on Gold Beach. 
During an intense day of 
fighting, Stan Hollis took two 
enemy pillboxes and a field 
gun and crew, capturing 30 
Germans single-handedly. The 
citation for the Yorkshireman’s 
VC, presented by King George 
VI, says: “It was largely 

through his heroism and resource that the Company’s 
objectives were gained and casualties were not heavier, and by 
his own bravery he saved the lives of many of his men.”

Already battle-hardened at the age of 31, Stan should have 
been one of the most famous soldiers of WW2 but was 
a naturally modest man and after the war worked in 
a number of trades before becoming a publican.

His earliest job, however, was working in his 
father’s fish and chip shop in Robin Hood’s Bay. 
Fittingly, fish and chips will play a major part in the 

D-Day 80 commemorations. They were never rationed during the 
war and the words were even used as code by British paratroopers 
dropped behind enemy lines to identify friendly soldiers nearby – 
one calling out ‘fish’ and hopefully getting the reply ‘chips’.

Thanks to the generous support and involvement of National 
Fish and Chip Day and the National Federation of Fish Friers, 
many thousands of fish and chip shops around the United 
Kingdom will take part in the day’s activities. Schools, pubs, 
hotels and restaurants etc, are also encouraged to get involved 
by serving up this great British tradition in tribute to those who 

gave so much, and to raise valuable funds for the four 
charities involved.

The international 80th Anniversary Beacon will be lit at 
9.15pm on His Majesty’s Naval Base, Portsmouth, Hampshire, 

and will represent those that sacrificed so much during 
the landing on the five Beaches in Normandy, as well 
as the many thousands that supported them in the air, 
on land and at sea. However, there will be many 
organisations in our local communities such as pubs, 
hotels, restaurants, hospitals, fish and chip shops and 
other locations throughout the United Kingdom, 

Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories, that 
would like to take part but are unable to have a Beacon, the flame 
from which represents the ‘light of peace’ that emerged from the 
dreadful darkness of war. We therefore encourage them to light the 
Lamp Light of Peace at that time, ensuring they feel part of this 
important anniversary. See page 40 for details.

As the Beacons and Lamps are lit, we would ask all those taking 
part to stop what they are doing and undertake The International 
Tribute, using the wording found on page 41. This could be 
undertaken by your Lord Mayor, Mayor, High Steward, Town and 
Parish Clerk, Town Crier, Pub Landlord or even a young person 
from one of your local youth organisations etc, paying their tribute 
to those who gave so much to enable us to enjoy the many years 
of peace and freedom we have enjoyed since the Second World 
War. Pubs up and down the country will be marking this moment 
too, involving their customers.

D-Day was a monumental campaign to rid Europe of Nazi 
horror, and the 80th anniversary of this remarkable operation 
deserves the recognition and gratitude of our country. Please 
join us on 6th June 2024 to commemorate the sacrifices made 
by so many in our name.

Company Sergeant Major Stanley Hollis VC.
© Imperial War Museum.

Cap badge of the Yorkshire Regiment.
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Women played key roles in D-Day, the Allied assault on 
Nazi-held France that is the largest amphibious invasion in 
history.

People tend to think women were just secretarial couriers 
and messengers. No, there were female special forces 
agents on the ground and working to keep the Allies from 
being blown back into the water.

Among those who lost their lives 
during D-Day and the Battle of 
Normandy are two women, 
both nurses, 27-year-old Sister 
Mollie Evershed and Sister 
Dorothy Anyta Field, 32.

Sister Evershed was on a Hospital 
Carrier ship, the Amsterdam, 
treating casualties from Juno 
Beach when the ship hit a mine.

As it sank, she and another nurse 
went below decks and carried 75 

men to safety, helping them into a waiting lifeboat. But she and 
her fellow nurse went down with the ship.

She was posthumously mentioned in dispatches and awarded 
the King’s Commendation for Brave Conduct.

In addition to the men who took 
part in that invasion, many 
women – including Women 
Airforce Service Pilots – also 
risked their lives on June 6, 
1944. Women also played 
pivotal roles in war efforts 
throughout history, assuming the 
roles of nurses, spies, code 
breakers, journalists and so 
much more.

37-year-old Lise de Baissac, 
the daughter of a wealthy family 
in British-ruled Mauritius, was in 
France when Hitler's troops 
moved into Paris in 1940. She 
fled to the south and then to 
London. When the SOE started 
recruiting multilingual women 
as agents, she joined the fight.

After parachuting into Central 
France, de Baissac set up an 
Allied safe house for agents in 
the town of Poitiers in western 
France, selecting an apartment 
near Gestapo headquarters - a 
hiding-in-plain-sight strategy 

she felt would arouse less suspicion.

She bicycled around occupied territory as a liaison among 
different underground networks, often riding 60-70 kilometres a 
day and carrying contraband. On one occasion, a Nazi 
stopped her and her clandestine radio operator, patting them 
down. The officer searched them for guns, which they didn’t 
have, so he let them go. She’d later report that a radio crystal 
fell out of her skirt as she was leaving but that she leaned over, 
grabbed the crystal off the ground, and pedalled on.

In August of 1943, when her network in Poitiers was blown, 
the SOE airlifted her back to England by Lysander aircraft. 
She trained new female SOE recruits in Scotland. In April of 
1944, after recovering from a broken leg, she jumped back 
into occupied France. She made her way to Normandy, 
joining her brother, fellow SOE agent Claude de Baissac, in 
leading a network of Resistance fighters in Normandy. They 
carried out attacks to weaken Nazi communication and 
transportation circuits, strategically cutting phone lines and 
blowing up roads, railways, and bridges to hinder the 
movement of German reinforcements Hitler was ordering to 
the beaches.

On June 5, 1944, de Baissac was in Paris recruiting when she 
learned D-Day was imminent. She biked for three days, 
speeding through Nazi formations, sleeping in ditches, and 
reaching her brother and their Resistance circuit headquarters in 
Normandy.

As the bloody Normandy campaign raged and the Allies 
struggled to penetrate the Axis front, the de Baissacs continued 
leading espionage and sabotage operations. They gathered 
intelligence on enemy positions and transmitted messages back 
to England, helping lay the groundwork for Operation Cobra, 
the Allied breakout in which U.S. Army forces came out of the 
peninsula and pierced Hitler’s front line seven weeks after 
D-Day.

After the war, she worked for the BBC.

Martha Gellhorn was not 
ready to bow out.

On the night of June 5, 
1944, before the ships 
departed for Normandy, 
Gellhorn made her way to the 
waterfront on the pretext of 
interviewing the nurses 
aboard a hospital ship. Once 
on board, she hid herself in 
the bathroom. Gellhorn knew 
that if she got caught, she 
would lose her accreditation 

and might even get deported back to America. Still, to witness 
the great invasion was worth the risk. Gellhorn remained in her 
hideout for several hours and only emerged when the ship was 
well on her way to France. Later that night, after the troops had 
landed and the massacre on the beach was finally over, 
Gellhorn sneaked ashore with a couple of doctors and medics 
as a stretcher bearer to collect the wounded. In the chaos of the 
war, nobody gave a damn that Gellhorn was a woman.

Women who played key roles during D-Day

Sister Mollie Evershed.

Sister Dorothy Anyta Field.

Lise de Baissac.

Martha Gellhorn.
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Oyez, Oyez, Oyez

Today we commemorate the 80th anniversary
of the D-Day landings in Normandy, France -
an incredible achievement in military planning and logistics
uniting brave service personnel from air, sea and land forces
at the beginning of Operation Overlord.

By the day’s end, over one hundred and fifty thousand
Allied troops had successfully stormed
the now famous Gold, Juno, Sword, Utah and Omaha beaches
to achieve a toehold in France.

In the weeks that followed,
the Allies fought bitterly against a determined foe
from the unforgiving countryside of Normandy
to the liberation of Paris two months later.

We should all remember and never forget
the selfless sacrifice and courage of all those involved
and use this Commemoration to pay our tribute
to those who gave so much to secure the freedom
we all enjoy today.

God Save the King

Christian Ashdown
Ex Household Cavalry

The D-Day 80 Proclamation
8am - 6th June 2024



18D - D A Y  8 0  A N N I V E R S A R Y  6  J U N E  2 0 2 4  -  T H E  L A R G E S T  N A V A L ,  A I R  A N D  L A N D  O P E R A T I O N  I N  H I S T O R Y

It is D-Day, the Sixth of June Nineteen-Forty-Four.
Operation Overlord commenced, leaving the world in awe.
The planning started in Nineteen-Forty-three.
Bringing Allies together, to make our World free.
Deception was used, codenamed Operation Bodyguard.
Making rubber tanks and wooden planes as a façade.
An American unit was formed for General Omar Bradley.
Then a web of lies was spread, by his Ghost Army.
Much more was done, to keep the Germans in the dark.
Before the Allies on foreign shores, could disembark.
Everything was Most Secret and kept Hush Hush.
As Allies gathered resources, for their big push.
The Allied Supreme Commander was General Dwight Eisenhower.
With General (Monty) Montgomery as Temporary Ground Commander.
Eleven Thousand Aircraft and Gliders with Paratroopers and Soldiers.
Were dropped behind enemy lines to secure the area.
More than Five-thousand ships, the biggest Armada ever seen.
Sailed from British shores and our fields of green.
Monty’s battle plan was written, on one sheet of paper.
Set for June the Fifth, the Day of their departure.
But bad weather, caused a Twenty-four-hour delay.
Then conditions changed, and they got underway.
British, American, Canadian and many other countries, were together thrown.
Going to fight a War, something many had never known.
Over One Hundred and Fifty-Thousand men of every creed.
Will perform acts of courage, that must succeed.
There were Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and the Merchant Navy.
Many Civilians who volunteered to fight against Nazi tyranny.
Over the English Channel and to Normandy, France will go.
To land on beaches called Sword, Gold, Utah, Omaha and Juno.
Were they afraid? Yes! they most certainly were.
But the world must be saved, that was their spur.
The German defences were called, the Atlantic Wall.
Hitler told Field-Marshall Rommel, he must, the Allies stall.
The Allies landed Twenty-Four-Thousand troops on D-Day.
Commencing at Six-Thirty, then things went into disarray.
Wind and rough seas helped landing craft, miss their mark.

Putting the plan in jeopardy from the start.
Fierce resistance was put up, by Germans guarding the beaches.
The time had come to fight, no further need for speeches.
Beaches were Mined, Barbed wire laid, metal tripods and many hazards.
Were set to kill, maim and make things awkward.
Over Ten-Thousand casualties, the Allies had that first day.
With over Four-Thousand dead, a heavy price to pay.
D-Day made Heroes, in that hell unknown.
Helping turn the Tide of War, as the Enemy were overthrown.

Roy Palmer - Chelsea Pensioner and Herald
Royal Hospital Chelsea.

Poem for Schools
D-Day Heroes

To be undertaken by Schools at 11am - 6th June 2024
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The Lydia Eva & Mincarlo Charitable Trust is 
extremely delighted, honoured and proud to be 
involved in the D-Day 80 Commemorations on 6 
June 2024, by inviting guests on board that 
evening for a Fish & Chip supper, along with 
lighting a Lamp Light of Peace at 9.15pm to 

coincide with the thousands of Beacons being lit at 
that time throughout the United Kingdom, Channel 

Islands, Isle of Man, UK  Oversea Territories on the five 
following Beaches in Normandy, France - Sword, Utah, 
Omaha, Gold and Juno, representing the
‘light of peace that emerged from the
darkness of war’. (The ships horn will
also be sounded at 9.15pm).
Please see page 40 to order
your Lamp.

The Lydia Eva, the world’s last surviving steam-powered 
herring drifter, was built in 1930, fished along the East 
Coast of the North Sea for nine years and was bought 
by The Royal Air Force in 1939, using her to maintain 
and service buoys around the West coast.

In 1942 she was requisitioned by the Ministry of War 
Transport and became engaged in salvage work. In 1966 
she was transferred to the Marine Services Division of The 
Royal Navy where she was fitted with a new boiler.

It is only fitting therefore, that she should play this unique 
maritime role in D-Day 80, enabling her crew and those 
guests on board to pay their ’tribute’ to those brave 

seaman who fished the dangerous seas and assisted in the D-Day 
landings, constantly having to dodge the mines and the German 
Submarines eighty years ago on 6th June 2024.

With the above in mind, we would like to encourage the whole of the 
UK fishing fleet and maritime world to join us in this special, simple, 
but meaningful way in commemorating the 80th anniversary of the 
D-Day landings on 6th June 2024.

Paul Mitchell
Chairman,
The Lydia & Mincarlo
Charitable Trust

Lydia Eva steams ahead in tribute to the fishing industry
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The biggest food awareness day of the year, National 
Fish and Chip Day, will be back in 2024 for its 9th year 
and we are delighted to be moving the day from its 
traditional Friday slot to Thursday 6th June 2024, in 
support of the D-Day 80th celebrations.

National Fish and Chip Day has always brought the nation 
together to celebrate this iconic dish, and because of the 
strong links fish and chips had with WW2, we knew we 
wanted to be a part of this commemoration. Fish and chips 
are often considered the British national dish and this humble 
meal was a vital ingredient of the war effort in both the First 
and Second World Wars. The British Government safeguarded 
the supply of fish and potatoes during both world wars to 
ensure the dish remained a boost to morale and these foods 
were among the few not to be subject to rationing during 
both world wars.

One of the highlights of National Fish and Chip Day has 
always been the London roadshow, held at Trinity House, a 
charity dedicated to safeguarding shipping and seafarers, 
providing education, support and welfare to the seafaring 
community. During WW2, Trinity House worked extensively 
with the Admiralty to decide which lights on the many 
lighthouses and lightvessels should be merely dimmed, and 
not extinguished, to aid navigation for Britain’s merchant and 
fighting ships. Trinity House Pilots worked through the nights 
to get ships into safe ports, and Trinity House Tenders worked 

to help clear minefields, evacuate the occupied Channel 
Islands and take part in the events of D-Day. So, this spiritual 
home of the London Roadshow will be even more significant 
next year.

National Fish and Chip Day recognises and thanks everyone 
involved in bringing fish and chips to the centre of every 
community; from the fishers who go out in all weathers to 
catch the delicious fish, and the farmers who grow and 
harvest the perfect potatoes and peas, to the fish and chip 
shops and restaurants who take those fresh ingredients and 
create our family favourite. 

What better way to do this in 2024 than by helping to sell 
150,000 portions of fish and chips on Thursday 6th June to 
mark the number of Allied troops that landed in Normandy 
by sea and air on D-Day. To join this celebration on the 80th 
Anniversary of D-Day marks our appreciation for the 
incredible sacrifice made by so many to secure the freedom 
that we all continue to enjoy today.

National Fish and Chip Day is championed and run by trade 
organisation, The National Edible Oil Distributors’ 
Association, who founded the Day in 2015 and since its 
inception, more than half the population have seen, heard or 
read about National Fish & Chip Day.

Visit www.nationalfishandchipday.org.uk to find out more.
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Our Pub is the most South Westerly in the British Isles and we are honoured to be 
celebrating the 80th D-Day anniversary with the lighting of a beacon at
The Turks Head, Isles of Scilly. We will be serving our trademark
Fish and Chips while our patrons enjoy the wonderful views of
the islands from the garden. We are looking forward to
welcoming anyone who wants to celebrate with us
on the 6th June 2024 at The Turks Head.

Ange and Simon

The Feathers Public House in Gorleston-on-Sea, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk are 
delighted to be involved in D-Day 80 and will be lighting a Lamp Light of Peace at 
9.15pm on 6th June 2024, coinciding with the lighting of the Beacons that night 
(please see page 40 to order your Lamp), as our ’tribute’ to those that 
gave so much to ensure the freedom we all enjoy today, end encourage all other 

pubs throughout the UK to undertake similar.

Karen Campling
Manager Operator, The Feathers Public House

D-Day 80 Pubs
Beacons & Lamp Lights of Peace - Fish & Chips
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our Beacon of Light for those who care in our Hospitals

We are proud to be involved in D-Day 
80 with the Lamp Light of Peace as it 
provides the hospital, its staff and 
patients with a unique opportunity to 
be part of the commemorations on 
6th June 2024.

As the James Paget is the country’s most easterly 
hospital, it seems fitting that the Lamp Light of 
Peace should shine from our door, casting its 

light towards the sea.

Hospitals are places where new lives begin; where 
compassionate, life-saving care is delivered to patients; and 
where people may spend their final days - both during peace-
time and war.

In other words, they are focal points for our communities.

As such, I hope that hospitals across the country will join the 
Paget in marking this important anniversary.

The anniversary gives people working in today’s hospitals the 
opportunity to remember the doctors, nurses and support staff 
who cared for those service personnel injured during the war.

In so many cases, they would have provided compassionate 
care at a time when they themselves were affected by the 
conflict, worried at the fate of their own loved ones serving 
in the armed forces and not knowing if they would return 
home.

This is why it’s right to remember these selfless and dedicated 
healthcare staff on this anniversary, as well as paying tribute to 
those millions that paid the ultimate sacrifice in helping secure 
the freedom we all share today.

To order and purchase your Lamp please go to
www.lamplightofpeace.co.uk

Jo Segasby
Chief Executive,
James Paget University Hospital

Left to right: Chris Blyth, Armed Forces Advocate; Gwen Hurndall, Therapy Assistant Practitioner; Patsy Hindley, Fracture Liaison Nurse; Jo Segasby, Chief Executive;
Sue Francis, Family Carer Lead, Louise Hamilton Centre; Dr Jim Flatt, Emergency Department Consultant.

James Paget University Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust
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The National Independent Lifeboat Association
“Remembers”

with the D-Day 80 Lamp Light of Peace
The National Independent Lifeboat 
Association is proud to be taking part in 
the Lamp Light of Peace, an integral part 
of the D-Day 80 commemorations/
celebrations on 6th June 2024.

Lifeboat crews from 2 stations in Kent took part in 
Operation Dynamo saving over 3400 lives with the 
rest of the fleet of little ships and other lifeboats 

around the south coast continued to provide assistance to ships 
in the Channel during the war.

During 1944 alone there were 455 Lifeboat launches 280 of 
these were to vessels or aircraft in distress due to enemy attack 
or other related war causes and 931 lives were saved by shore 
boats (excluding the D-Day landings).

The National Independent Lifeboat Association was set up as a 
way of giving the 40+ independent lifeboats across the United 
Kingdom and the Channel Islands a single voice at national level 
feeding in to the UK Search and Rescue Operators framework 
and with Government. We are looking to raise awareness of 
independent lifeboats with the national public perception that all 
lifeboats belong to the RNLI which is not the case.

Independent Lifeboats are set up for a number of reasons but 
mostly due to the local need for a lifeboat and all the crews are 
highly skilled and confident to deal with any situation that may 
arise and train continuously to keep these skills up to date.

We will be encouraging all our 36 member Lifeboats throughout 
the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and the Isle of Man to 
purchase and light their Lamp Light of Peace, which represents 
the ‘light of peace’ that emerged from the dreadful darkness of 
war, at 9.15pm on 6th June 2024, coinciding with the lighting 
of the Beacons that night,  enabling the crews to use this unique 

opportunity to pay ’tribute’ to all the brave Lifeboat men that still 
had to man and undertake life saving duties along with other 
activities in support of the war effort all those years ago, as well 
as those at home who had to patiently wait for their return. 

To order and purchase your Lamp please go to
www.lamplightofpeace.co.uk

Wayne Monks
Secretary & Trustee, National Independent Lifeboat Association
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There will be many locations such as hospitals, care homes, pubs and restaurants 
etc, that would like to take part in D-Day 80 on 6th June 2024, but do not have 
the land or facilities available to light a Beacon. With this in mind, we would 
like to encourage you to purchase a Lamp Light of Peace, enabling you to 
participate in this 80th Anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy, 
France, on 6th June 1944, providing you with the opportunity to pay ‘tribute’ 
to those that gave so much to enable us to share the freedom we have today.

The light from the flame will represent the ‘light of peace’ that emerged from the darkness of 
war, with the lamp providing a very simple and safe way of taking part in this important 80th 
anniversary occasion, and once used, can be lit again at 11am on every Remembrance 
Sunday thereafter, in tribute to the many millions that sacrificed their lives during WWII.

Those participating could consider running a raffle or a competition of some kind, with the 
winner having the honour of lighting the Lamp at 9.15pm on 6th June 2024, coinciding with 
the lighting of the Beacons throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and the Isle of 
Man that evening.

Those taking part with a Lamp Light of Peace, please go to page 53 of the Guide To Taking 
Part to confirm your involvement by providing the information requested, enabling us to 
register your participation and keep in contact with you over the forthcoming months. We 
will then send you your Certificate of Grateful Recognition as shown on page 63 of the 
Guide. (IMPORTANT- once lit, the Lamp should NOT be left unattended at any time and 
should be extinguished at the end of the evening, and do NOT at any time attempt to 
re-fuel it while the Lamp is alight.

The cost of the lamp is £55.00 including posting and packaging within the 
United Kingdom, Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. The final date for 
ordering a lamp is 23rd May 2024. Purchase is for pre-order only, items will be 
delivered prior to the event.

To order and pre-pay for your Lamp Light of Peace, please go to:
www.lamplightofpeace.co.uk and click on the photograph
of the Lamp Light of Peace. If you have any questions please contact
Bruno Peek CVO OBE OPR, Pageantmaster at brunopeek@mac.com

Manufacturer recommends: Do not use petrol or spirit. Do not use
scented or coloured oils. Use exclusively pure paraffin oil or lamp oil.
Outdoor use only. 20 hours light with one tank.

The colour red has been chosen as it 
represents the ultimate sacrifice 
undertaken on the Beaches of 
Normandy and throughout WWII as a 
whole, so could be lit again at 11am on 
every Remembrance Sunday thereafter.

The D-Day 80 Lamp Light of Peace
Representing the ‘light of peace’ that emerged from the darkness of War
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We would like to encourage all those lighting Beacons and 
Lamp Lights of Peace to undertake the reading of The 
International Tribute when lighting them at 
9.15pm on 6th June 2024.

This could be undertaken by your Lord 
Mayor, Mayor, High Steward, High Sheriff, 
Town or Parish Clerk, Chairman or Leader 
of the Council, a family member of all ages, 
or others you feel appropriate, providing 
them with this unique opportunity to pay 
’tribute’ to all those that paid the ultimate 
sacrifice on D-Day and throughout WWII as a 
whole, whilst fighting for the freedom we all 
enjoy today.

The Tribute
Let us remember those who gave their lives at 
home and abroad during the D-Day landings, 
whose sacrifice enables us all to enjoy the 

peace and freedom we have today.

Let us remember those who came home 
wounded, physically and mentally, and the 
friends and family who cared for them.

Let us remember those who returned to restore 
their relationships and rebuild their working 
lives after years of conflict and turmoil.

Let us remember the families that lost husbands, 
wives, sons, daughters and sweethearts.

Let us remember the servicemen and women 
and merchant seafarers of all nationalities - 
from all countries - who fought, suffered and 
died during the D-Day landings and six years 

of war.

Let us all remember those in the Royal Navy, 
Army, Royal Air Force, Merchant Navy, and our 
Allies - the brave people who kept us safe on 

the home front and abroad and those in 
reserved occupations during the difficult time of war.

Let us remember the brave doctors and nurses who 
cared for the wounded, the men and women who 
toiled in the fields, the coal mines, the factories 
and the air raid wardens, police officers, firemen, 

ambulance drivers and the young people of the Scouts 
and Guides who all played such a vital role in the war.

The International Tribute
To be undertaken at 9.15pm alongside the lighting the Beacons and the Lamp Lights of Peace - 6th June 2024
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The beacon’s burner-head is in the shape of a globe, 
surrounded by a D-Day 80 banner. It is of lightweight 
construction and comes assembled and complete, with the 
exception of the gas cylinders, which must be purchased 
separately. 2 x 19kg full cylinders of propane are 
recommended to give a full flame for a good three 
quarters of an hour. If you wish for less 
than this then one 19kg cylinder or 2 x 
13kg cylinders should be sufficient. These 
should be full or nearly full.

These cylinders can be purchased from good 
lp gas (propane and butane) stockists and 
dealers. Do order early to ensure you can get 
availability.

The Gas Torch needed to light your beacon 
safely requires a 400g cylinder of propane 
with CGA600 fitting - Bullfinch No 1644 or 
Rothenberger or equivalent. Travis Perkins, 
Screwfix, Plumb Centres and some DIY stores 
should have these as stock items, or you can 
purchase from us.

The D-Day 80 Gas-Fuelled Beacon 
Package contains:

• Burner unit with D-Day 80 insignia
• 2m high stand
• Ground anchor and rope for
 fixing the stand to the ground
• 10m hose with the regulator for
 connecting to the gas
• Gas torch for lighting
• Spanner
• Leak detecting fluid
• Hose assembly and Y manifold to
 link 2 cylinders
• Lighting and safety instructions

The above items are packed into 2 strong cartons. The tripod 
describes a circle area of about 1.32m diameter and the 
beacon has an extended height of about 2.15m.

We have made many different beacons over the years. The 
flames are very stable in winds and the structures are also 

wind stable. The beacon is supplied with a 
ground anchor and rope for securing to the 
ground if this is possible, or we would 
recommend the use of sandbags. Full 
instructions are provided for this. The 
beacon must be supervised by two people at 
all times when lit and a fire extinguisher 
must always be available. It is important that 
supervision should be undertaken by those 
who are competent and it is essential that a 
lighting trial takes place before the event to 
ensure that everyone is fully trained and 
familiar with the operation.

The price of a gas-
fuelled D-Day 80 
Beacon is £549 plus 
VAT, including carriage 
to your door within UK 
mainland (Highlands 
and Islands excluded). 
There will be an extra 
charge for other 
areas.

Some of the benefits 
of this style of beacon 
are that it can be seen 
for miles once lit, is suitable 
for all manner of high and low 
locations, is easily collapsible 
and once used can be stored 
away for later use.

To order your beacon please contact:
Bullfinch Gas Equipment,
Kings Road, Tyseley, Birmingham, B11 2AJ.

Tel: 0121 765 2000
Fax: 0121 707 0995
Email: sales@bullfinch-gas.co.uk
Web: www.bullfinch-gas.co.uk

Payment by cheque, BACS transfer, or Credit/Debit Card.

Please order by 30th April 2024 to guarantee delivery by 26th 
May. However please enquire after this date for availability.

Gas-fuelled Beacon on a Church Tower.

Gas-Fuelled Beacon
Bullfinch Gas Equipment

Photograph: Andrew Williams - Bullfinch Gas Equipment.
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Gas-Fuelled Beacon
21CC Group Ltd

The beacon will come ready for easy assembly, designed with a 
commemorative top and a special anniversary plaque underside. The 
beacon will burn for approximately 1 hour using two 13kg standard 
propane gas cylinders, which are available from most gas stockists and 
petrol stations around the UK. The gas assembly is easily connected to 
the burner by a quick release fitting. The beacon is inherently stable; 
however, we recommend the use of anchors on soft ground or 
sandbags on hard ground for additional stability. Full set-up instructions 
are included within the pack and we recommend a trial set-up and 
lighting before the actual event to familiarise yourself with the set-up 
and operation. We have included two long-reach lighting sticks so that 
you can practice lighting the beacon in advance. We would also 
recommend that a fire extinguisher is available when lighting the 
beacon and whilst it is burning and that two people are always present.

The D-Day Beacon package contains:
• Assembly, lighting and safety instructions
• 2m high stand and burner
• 5m hose with the regulator for connecting to the gas
• Two long-reach lighting sticks
• Spanner and leak detection fluid
• Hose and Y splitter manifold to link 2 cylinders
• No additional connections required - all you need is in the box

Beacon Price:
The price of our beacon is £549 + vat, including carriage within 
the UK mainland. An additional charge may be applied for other 
areas.

Ordering & Payment
To order your D-Day 80 beacon, please contact 21CC Group Ltd by 
phone; 0131 331 4509 or email our beacon team on 
beacons@21ccgroup.com. Additional information can be found 
on our website at www.21ccgroup.com/D-Daybeacons. 
Payment can be made in all the usual ways including BACS, cheque 
and credit/debit card. Orders received before the 3rd of May 
2024 will be delivered by 31st May 2024. All orders received after 
3rd of May 2024 will be accepted on a case-by-case basis depending 
on stock levels available.

D-Day 80 beacon being lit on Edinburgh Castle.
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The D-Day landings in June 1944 
paved the way for the liberation of 
North-West Europe and, ultimately, 
victory in the Second World War. To 
this day, our charity remembers - and 
will always remember - the courage 
and sacrifice of those soldiers who 
took part in what was the largest 
amphibious operation in the history of 
warfare. Our charity was established 
during the same year as the D-Day 
landings, with HM King George VI as 
Patron, to ensure support would be 
available for soldiers, veterans, and 
their immediate families such they 
could live with independence and 
dignity. That founding purpose 
remains the same to this day; the 
charity is here for soldiers, for life. 
Thank you to everybody who 
participates in this important national 
campaign to remember the greatest 
amphibious operation in history and 
the beginning of the end of the Second 
World War.

General Sir James Everard
KCB CBE
President,
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity.

There has been no greater combined 
air, sea and land operation in the history 
of warfare than Operation Overlord – 
codename for the invasion of Normandy.

The seaborne element of the invasion 
– Operation Neptune – required 6,833 
vessels from great battleships pounding 
German defences, down to small 
floating galleys, salvage tugs and 
landing craft. The naval force was 
crewed by Frenchmen, Norwegians, 
Dutch, Poles, Greeks, Americans, but 
especially Britons and Canadians, who 
accounted for nearly 80 per cent of all 
the sailors taking part.

The Royal Marines played a vital part 
too. Of the hundreds of landing craft 
sent against the beaches of Normandy, 
two out of every three were crewed by 
Royal Marines.

With ever diminishing numbers of 
Naval veterans who survived this great 
victory, it is vital that we pay tribute to 
those who died on this great endeavour, 
are no longer with us or are not well 
enough to attend in person.

Vice Admiral (Retd)
Duncan L Potts CB
National President,
Royal Naval Association.

On behalf of the RAF Benevolent 
Fund, I am proud to support the 
D-Day 80 Commemoration event. 
On D-Day over 11,590 Allied aircraft 
of all types were involved, 5,656 of 
these were Royal Air Force. What is 
often forgotten is that over 1,800 RAF 
personnel and 456 vehicles landed on 
the beaches and by 9 June, this had 
increased to over 3,500 RAF personnel 
and 815 vehicles in Normandy, 
working on airfield construction, 
aircraft servicing and forward 
controlling. As the accounts of the 
men and women of that fateful time 
drift further into the past, we must 
continue to share their stories with our 
future generations and ensure that 
their sacrifices for our country are 
never forgotten.

Air Vice Marshal Chris Elliot
CB CBE DL
Controller of the RAF Benevolent 
Fund.

The men of the Merchant Navy and the 
merchant fleets of the other allied 
countries were a major part of the 
seaborne force. Merchant ships were 
among the first vessels to arrive off the 
beaches on D-Day. Their crew were 
civilians without the support of military 
discipline and training, yet they faced 
the dangers and did not waver. Never 
was there a lack of willing hands to man 
the ships though they knew the horrors 
of an enemy attack at sea. They took 
troops to the scene of battle and 
sustained them as they fought. Tugs 
brought over the sections of the Mulberry 
harbours. During the Invasion, between 
6th June and 30th August 1944, 180 
MN seamen sacrificed their lives whilst 
many more were lost bringing supplies 
across the Atlantic. Around 50,000 men 
manned the 835 ships that carried the 
troops and over half a million tons of 
cargo from ports between the Bristol 
Channel and Thames Estuary. We are 
proud today to be known as the Fourth 
Service. Their efforts and sacrifices must 
never be forgotten.

Captain Ian Hodge
M.Mar, MRIN, MNI   
Chairman,
The Merchant Navy Association.

The Normandy Memorial Trust was set 
up in 2015 to realise the ambition of 
Normandy Veterans for Britain finally 
to have a national memorial in 
Normandy which brought together the 
names of all those in British units who 
lost their lives in the D-Day landings 
and the subsequent Battle of 
Normandy.

The completed memorial was 
opened by the then Prince of Wales on 
6th June 2021. Inscribed on its walls 
and pillars are the names of 22,442 
men and women who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in the name of 
Western Europe’s freedom in the 
summer of 1944.

Few events in European history can 
match the significance of what 
happened on the D-Day beaches and 
in the towns and villages of Normandy.

I hope you will visit the British 
Normandy Memorial and, with us, 
reflect and give thanks for the sacrifice 
which it commemorates.

General The Lord Dannatt
GCB, CBE, MC, DL
Chairman of Trustees,
The Normandy Memorial Trust.

Messages from the five Charities
The Royal Naval Association, ABF The Soldiers Charity, RAF Benevolent Fund, The Merchant Navy Association & The Normandy Memorial Trust
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THE BRITISH NORMANDY MEMORIAL
13 AVENUE PAUL PORET, 14114 VER SUR MER, NORMANDY

britishnormandymemorial.org  

Look out over Gold Beach - Follow the story of D-Day
Reflect and remember

Step 1: To confirm your involvement and make important 
communication as easy as possible please register your 
involvement, providing the information below, direct to 
brunopeek@mac.com as soon as possible please, but no 
later than 30th May 2024.

If your event is a private occasion and NOT open to the public, 
and you do not want your involvement shown on any public or 
media listing, it is important that you confirm this when providing 
information. Your participation will still be noted as part of this 
historic occasion but NOT made public. However, if your event 
IS open to the public, your contact details will be shared with the 
media so that they can contact you direct to arrange any 
publicity and/or coverage of your event.

Name and Job title of contact/coordinator
Name of Council, School, Pub, Care Home, Hotel, 
Restaurant, Organisation etc.
Name of Country - ie England, Scotland, Wales, Northern 
Ireland, Channel Island, Isle of Man, UK Overseas Territory
Name of County
Name of Parish, Town, Borough, District, Community, or 
County Council etc
Full Postal address including post code
Telephone number - Landline/Mobile
Email
Will you be having Fish & Chips with Mushy Pease as part of 
your Beacon and Lamplight of Peace lighting YES/NO
Will your School be involved in the reading of the Poem at 
11am, found YES/NO
Will your School/Pub/etc/ event be involving the eating of Fish 
& Chips during the day YES/NO
Will your event involve the reading of the International Tribute 
at 9.15pm YES/NO
Public event
Private event

Public or private event & legal essentials
Ensure you have undertaken all the legal essentials and safety 
requirements on page 54 before lighting your Beacon and 
Lamp. Alert the emergency services, including the Fire Brigade, 
undertake any risk assessments required and ensure everyone 
involved is happy and familiar with your plans. (This is your 
responsibility as coordinator). In the event of dry 
weather, high winds and a heightened wildfire risk on the day of 
the event, please carefully consider scaling back initial plans 
where appropriate.

Beacon and Lamp Light lighting ceremony - 6th 
June 2024

Please light your Beacon and Lamp and undertake 
the Nation’s Tribute using the wording found on 
page 41 at 9.15pm.

The Beacon and Lamp Light, lighting ceremony and the 
Nation’s Tribute should be undertaken as follows:

Step 2: Invite your Lord Lieutenant, DL, Lord Mayor, Sheriff, 
High Steward, Lord Provost, Chairman of Leader of the Council, 
winner of your competition, or another of your choice from 
within your local community etc, to light your Beacon or Lamp 
and undertake the Nation’s Tribute at 9.15pm, using the 
wording found on page 41. Alternatively, you may wish to 
organise a competition in partnership with your local media, 
with the winner having the honour of lighting the Beacon or 
Lamp and the Nation’s Toast.

Step 3: If appropriate, use social media channels - Twitter, 
Facebook etc - to promote your event. On Facebook, post 
photographs of your beacon lighting ceremony.

Step 4: Publicise your event. We will provide you with a Press 
Release template which you can localise, providing as much 
information as you wish regarding your event, but including 
your contact details. You can send this to your local media to 
enable them to get in touch with you direct.

How to take part and register your involvement
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Your free Certificate of grateful 
recognition for taking part.

Please download it from
www.d-day80beacons.co.uk, 
providing copies to all involved in 
your activities on 6th June 2024.


