
 
Ordinary Council Meeting 10th December 2024 – Minutes ATTACHMENT A 

Epping Town Council 2024-2025 Initialled by Chairman:   

MINUTES of the ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING held in the Conference Room, Epping Hall, on 
Tuesday 10th December 2024 at 8pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr C McCredie (Town Mayor & Chair) 
 Cllr Janet Whitehouse (Deputy Town Mayor) 
 Cllr N Avey Cllr C Burgess  Cllr J Duffell 

Cllr H Pegrum Cllr R Sharif   Cllr M Wright 
   
OFFICER: Beverley Rumsey (Town Clerk) 
  
306 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr L Burrows, Cllr G Scruton, 
Cllr H Whitbread and Cllr Janet Whitehouse and Cllr Jon Whitehouse for lateness. 
 

307 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr L Burrows, Cllr R Sharif, Cllr Janet Whitehouse & Cllr Jon Whitehouse declare a non 
pecuniary interest as Epping Forest District councillors. 
 
Cllr H Whitbread declares a non pecuniary interest as an Epping Forest District Councillor 
and Cabinet Member and an Essex County Councillor and Deputy Cabinet Member. 

 
308 DISPENSATIONS 

 
There were no dispensations. 

 
309 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - QUESTION TIME 
 

 There were no public questions or comments. 
 
310 CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES  
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 
12th November 2024 be signed by the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the 
Council. 
 

311 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS & PLANNING COMMENT 
 

It was RESOLVED that the signed Minutes of the following Committee meetings be 
signed by the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the Council, subject to the 
following amendment: 
Cllr M Wright should have been marked as present at the 12th November 2024 planning 
meeting. 
 

  Planning & General Purposes Committee 12th November 2024 ……..(Attachment B) 
Planning & General Purposes Committee 26th November 2024         (Attachment C) 

312  COMMUNICATIONS TO NOTE/REQUIRING DECISION 

There were no communications to note/requiring decision. 
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313 TOWN MAYOR & DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES 
 

Cllr Janet Whitehouse entered here. 
 
The duties undertaken by the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor since the Ordinary 
Council meeting on 12th November 2024 were NOTED, with the following amendments: 
 
Town Mayor: Epping Christmas Market  7th December (not attended as cancelled) 
   Santa’s Grotto at Epping Fire Station (assisting as an elf)  7th Dec 2024 
Deputy Town Mayor Opening of Ayla Grill & Bar, Epping   5th Dec 2024 

Epping Christmas Market 7th Dec 2024  (not attended as 
cancelled) 

 
314 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS 

 
Reports from members were received on meetings or visits since the Ordinary Council 
meeting on 12th November 2024: 

    
Cllr C Burgess  Informal zoom meeting market  28th November 2024 
    Opening of Ayla Grill & Bar, Epping  5th December 2024 
Cllr N Avey  Theydon Trusts meeting   3rd December 2024 
 Cllr R Sharif  Youth Council speed meeting   26th November 2024 
    Opened Ayla Grill & Bar, Epping  5th December 2024 

Ongoing resident discussions Buttercross Lane and Homefield 
Close relating to Qualis   

    South Epping Masterplan meeting (SEMPA) 7th November 2024 
    Remembrance events    10th November 2024 
    Safer Epping      11th November 2024 
Cllr J Duffell  Poppy Appeal meeting   24thNovember 2024 
Cllr M Wright  Horticultural Society AGM and social  23rd November 2024 
    Informal zoom meeting market  28th November 2024 
Cllr H Pegrum  Theydon Trusts meeting    3rd December 2024 
   

315 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK AND COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS 
 

Cllr Jon Whitehouse entered here. 
 
The Town Clerk advised members that a cubicle at Bakers Lane public toilets had been 
opened in addition to the disabled cubicle. This was being monitored. 
 
Members discussed a ‘Plan B’ severely bad weather plan for Epping Christmas Market 
and the Clerk advised that this would be operationally difficult and should be discussed 
as a separate item in due course. 
 
Members NOTED the report of the Town Clerk. 

 
316 REPORT FROM EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCILLORS AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Epping Forest District Council 
Cllr Janet Whitehouse mentioned she had found the Local Councils Liaison Committee 
positive to date. 
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Cllr Jon Whitehouse highlighted that EFDC were in the budget setting process, which 
was challenging and would conclude in February 2025. 
 

317 FINANCIAL REPORT TO 30TH NOVEMBER 2024 
 

Council considered the summary financial report for November 2024, presented by the 
Town Clerk in the absence of Council’s Key Member for Finance, Cllr G Scruton.   
 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability 

Act 2014; 
(ii) No further action was required at the current time. 

 
318 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 

In the absence of Council’s Key Member for Finance, Cllr G Scruton, the Town Clerk 
presented the payment schedules for November 2024. Payments total £131,967.35. 
Payments from Barclays total £32,863.57 (please note a transfer of £30,000 from 
Barclays to the Co-operative. Payments from the Co-operative total £98,838.55 (please 
note a petty cash withdrawal of £300). Payments from the Co-operative Online total 
£265.23.) 
 

 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability 
Act 2014; 

(ii) The list of payments for November 2024 were APPROVED as presented in the 
schedule. 

 
319 BUDGET 2025/26: FIRST ESTIMATES 
 

 Council considered the budget first draft as per Attachment H and draft charges 
as per Attachment H1. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Accounts and Audit (England) 

Regulations 2011 and the Audit Commission Act 1998, s44 and the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014; 

(ii) The draft budget version 2 would be brought back to Council in January 2025, when 
the crucial tax base figure had been received. 

  
320      INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT: FIRST INTERIM 
 

Council considered the internal audit report first interim, as per Attachment I. 
 
 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability 
Act 2014 
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321 EPPING PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION REQUEST: LOWER SWAINES 
 

 Council considered the request from Epping Playground Association and 
additional information as per Attachment J. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s19; 
(ii) Council would provide the additional £425 to finance the music play panel for 

Lower Swaines recreation ground for £995 (£570 from EPA). 
 
322      STONARDS HILL RECREATION GROUND PLAYGROUND WETPOUR 
 

Council considered the Stonards Hill recreation ground playground wet pour, as per 
Attachment K. 

 
 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s19; 

(ii) The Town Clerk was AUTHORISED to have the Stonards Hill recreation ground 
wet pour replaced/repaired if it is required for health and safety reasons, in 
conjunction with the Key Member for Finance. 

 
323 VE DAY AND VJ DAY 2025 
 

 Council considered the VE Day and VJ Day information, as per Attachment L. 
 
 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) Epping Town Council would hold a beacon lighting event on Thursday 8th May 
2025 for VE Day; 

(ii) The Town Council would by the appropriate strap to insert into the beacon (the 
non V shaped insert); 

(iii) A small service in the town and flag flying would be arranged for VJ Day on 15th 
August 2025; 

(iv) The Royal British Legion would work with the Town Council on this to encourage 
shops and schools to take part. 

 
324      EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL (EFDC) CHANGES TO THE PLANNING SYSTEM 
 

 Council considered changes to Epping Forest District Council’s planning system as per 
Attachment M. 
 

 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) Members would attend EFDC’s training session or watch it afterwards to get 
further information; 
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(ii) Epping Town Council would continue to check all application material submitted 
to them to ensure they could continue to comment on anything they felt 
necessary, irrespective of its application list category. 

 
325      COMMUNITY TOILET SCHEME 
 

 Council considered the information regarding the community toilet scheme, as per 
Attachment N. 
 

 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) Epping Town Council’s logo would go inside the circular roundels. 
 
326 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

It was RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 
 

327 STONARDS HILL RECREATION GROUND CONTRACT/UTILITY WORKS 
 

Council discussed the Stonards Hill recreation ground contract/utility works information, 
as per Attachment O. 
 

   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s19; Public Health Act 1875, s164; 

(ii) The responses to the six questions/points in Attachment O were as follows: 
 

1. Yes, 2. Yes, 3.  Yes, 4. Yes, 5. Yes; 6. Widening paths, reinstatement, officer 
time, disruption allowance, damage assessment; 

 
2. Cllr H Pegrum, Cllr C McCredie and Cllr G Scruton would assist with this project 

if needed. 
 
328 STONARDS HILL RECREATION GROUND INSURANCE 
 

Council discussed the Stonards Hill recreation ground insurance information, as per 
Attachment P. 
 

   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s19; Public Health Act 1875, s164; Local 
Government Act 1972, s111; 

(ii) An agreement of understanding should be pursued and put in place for H1 
(detailed in Attachment P) if one doesn’t already exist. 
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329 EPPING HALL PRINTER/PHOTOCOPIER CONTRACT 
 

Council discussed the Epping Hall printer/photocopier information, as per Attachment Q. 
 

   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 
s111; 

(ii) The current printer/photocopier would be kept for as long as possible; 
(iii) When it stopped working, a new three-year contract would be taken out, in 

accordance with the details provided, concluded by the Town Clerk and Key 
Member for Finance. 

 
CLOSURE 
 
The Town Mayor, Cllr C McCredie, closed the meeting at 9.58pm. 

 
Signature of Chairman 
 
Date 
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MINUTES of the PLANNING AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING held at 
Epping Hall, St. Johns Road, Epping on Tuesday, 10th December 2024 at 7.15pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr N Avey (Chairman). 
 Cllr C Burgess 

Cllr C McCredie (Mayor - ex officio) 
Cllr R Sharif 
Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: No members of the public were present.  No members of the press 

were present.   
 
OFFICER: Beverley Rumsey (Town Clerk) 
 Jo-Ann Lewis (Planning, Market & Events Officer) 
 
298 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr G Scruton 
 

299 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Item 7 Planning Applications (Non-Pecuniary) 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
 Cllr R Sharif requested an entry to be made in the minutes, to make it clear, that as a 

member of both the Town and District Councils, she will reconsider all matters at District 
level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at the District tier.  
Therefore, she cannot be bound in any way by any view expressed in the parish tier or 
by the decisions of this Committee. 

 
300 DISPENSATIONS  
 

There were no dispensations. 
  
301 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
 

Committee RESOLVED that: 
 
the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & General Purposes Committee held on 
Tuesday, 26th November 2024 be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 
302 PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
  
 There were no public questions or comments. 
 
303 NOTICES AND INFORMATION 

 
There were no notices or information. 
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304 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

Committee CONSIDERED the following planning and tree applications received from 
Epping Forest District Council since the date of the previous meeting until the date of 
this agenda. 
 
EPF/2262/24 37, Lower Swaines, 

Epping, CM16 5ES    
Mr Trifan. 

Front porch. 
 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/2273/24 5, Centre Avenue, 

Epping, CM16 4JU. 
Gemma Wilson. 

Single storey rear extension. 
 

 Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/2305/24 
 

1 Boundary Court, 
High Road, Epping, 
CM16 4DQ                 
Mr and Mrs D Rutter. 

Demolition of existing timber, brickwork 
and PVCU rear conservatory. 
Proposed replacement rear 
conservatory with glazed gable end and 
pitched roof. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application, providing all work is carried out 
under the supervision of the conservation officer at EFDC. 
EPF/2335/24 
 

Eppingdene House, 
Ivy Chimneys, 
Epping, CM16 4EL               
Essex Tree Care Ltd. 
 

TPO/EPF/08/90 (Ref: W1)T1 & T5: 2 x 
Oak - Selective prune away from 
building by up to 2m, as specified.T2 & 
T4: 2 x Willow - Selective prune away 
from building by up to 2m, as 
specified.T3, T6, T10: 3 x Ash - Selective 
prune away from building by up to 2m, 
as specified.T7: Acer - Selective prune 
away from building by up to 2m, as 
specified.T8 & T9: 2 x Hornbeam- 
Selective prune away from building by 
up to 2m, as specified. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application, providing all work is carried out 
under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
EPF/2386/24 Bell Cottage, High 

Road, Epping, CM16 
4DQ.                            
Mr G Matthews 

Retrospective consent for demolition in 
Conservation Area. 
 

Committee OBJECT to this application. 
 
To demolish a building with historic value and in a conservation area would constitute 
cultural vandalism. Committee would like to know at which point if any, a 
conservation officer was consulted and if any punitive measures have been decided 
upon. 
 
EFDC Local Plan 2011-2033 Part One: 
DM7 B, DM8. 
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EPF/2346/24 11, Bury Road, 
Epping, CM16 5ET                  
Mr & Mrs Rowe. 

The construction of a part single, part 
two storey rear extension, a two storey 
extension on one side, plus a single 
storey extension to the other side, along 
with a new front bay window and 
entrance porch, plus a new roof with 
accommodation within. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/2372/24. 6, Lower Swaines, 

Epping, CM16 5ER    
Mr & Mrs Lincoln 

Demolition of existing porch, and 
construction of single storey cloakroom 
extension. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/2376/24 Bell Cottage, High 

Road, Epping, CM16 
4DQ. Mr G 
Matthews 

Formation of replacement dwelling on 
site of former Bell Cottage. 

Committee OBJECT to this application. 
 
The proposal is not of high quality design and does not replicate the style of the 
previous dwelling. A conservation officer should be consulted and fully involved in any 
proposed new rebuild. Committee would request that any replacement should be a 
facsimile of the historic, cottage-style building. 
 
EFDC Local Plan 2011-2033 Part One: DM9 A (I) (II), DM10 C. 
EPF/2396/24 
 

Fir Trees, Tidys Lane, 
Epping, CM16 6SJ 
William Hunt 
Consulting. 

TPO/EPF/07/98  
T22 & T24: 2 x Wellingtonia, T23: Cedar, 
G1: Pine – Root prune, as specified, to 
install root barrier. 

Committee OBJECT to this application. 
 
Committee have commented that this application is confusing, with the link differing 
from the comments box on the weekly list supplied.  Committee would object to any 
felling as these trees are iconic and integral to the street scene. Any root barrier 
protection work would not be objected to, providing it is carried out under the 
supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
 
EFDC Local Plan 2011-2033 Part One: 
SP5 2.153, SP6 C (iii) SP6 D (IV)  

 
305 EFDC PLANNING DECISIONS 
 

Committee NOTED that no planning decisions had been received from Epping Forest 
District Council for this period. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm. 
 
Signature of Chairman 
 
Date 



ATTACHMENT C 
 
Blue Plaque Scheme request 
 
Resident request: 
I wish to make an urgent application for a property to be awarded a Blue Plaque on 
behalf on Mr John Halliday Gracey. 
I appreciate new Blue Plaques are not scheduled to be researched and awarded until 
spring of 2025 however the owner of the property is looking to demolish this 1920s 
house owned by Mr John Halliday Gracey. If permission is granted, the house will 
have been demolished by then. 
Mr Gracey passed away 14 years ago. I have researched some of the blue plaques in 
the area and note some that have been awarded.   
Please see the table below with some of the current owners details.  He made a 
significant contribution not only within Essex but helped break the Enigma code, 
which was a pivotal role in WWII. 
He was a quiet man and didn’t mention his role during the war due to the Official 
Secrets Act. 
I feel that his efforts should not go unrecognised due to his humility and discretion. 
 
Epping Town Council’s Criteria for granting heritage plaques are as follows: 
  
Individuals  
The person must have been eminent in their field and had a significant connection to 
Epping. This can include being born, living, or working in Epping for a significant 
period of time.  (not specific duration) 
They must also be listed in appropriate national biographical sources.  Alternatively, 
they must have made a significant contribution to Epping’s history , even if they 
aren’t listed in national sources.  More than 10 years must have passed since the 
persons death 
Events 
The event must have been of considerable importance to Epping’s history or 
development 
Buildings 
The buildings much be of significant to Epping’s history or development or be 
particularly architecturally important or very old.  It can’t be associated with an 
important person 
Blue plaques are permanent signs that commemorate al link between a location and 
nationally famous person or event 
  
Current Blue Plaques awarded (Mr J H Gracey request / details is highlighted) below 
  
Name Dates: Birth 

/ Death 
Criteria  Status Council 

John 
Halliday 
Gracey 

Duration in 
Epping over 
30 years. 
  

A Bletchley Park 
codebreaker: his 
contributions to the war 
effort at Bletchley Park 

ON 
REQUEST 

Epping 
Town 
Council 



1925 -2011 
  
14 years 
since his 
death 

as a codebreaker within 
a small, select team of 
experts.   
The team 
were instrumental in 
turning round Britain’s 
fortunes in WW2 by 
cracking top secret 
German and Japanese 
army codes. Most 
notable the Enigma 
code. 
This remained a proud 
but often unspoken 
chapter in his life, 
wrapped in the secrecy 
mandated by the Official 
Secrets Act. 
  
Upon returning to 
civilian life, he channeled 
his analytical skills and 
leadership into the 
public sector, eventually 
becoming a Director at 
the Inland Revenue.  
  
His passion for the arts 
found him establishing a 
local film society and 
serving as Chairman of 
the Epping Music 
Society, enriching the 
cultural landscape of his 
community. 
  
Director of the Inland 
Revenue 
Founder of the local film 
society chairman of 
Epping Music Society 

Lucien 
Pissarro  

1863-1944 (SON of Camille Pissarro) 
lived here 
1893 -1897   (4yrs) 
French landscape 
painter, printmaker 
Impressionist and Neo-
impressionist 

Awarded 
Blue Plaque 

Epping 
Town 
Council 



Henry 
Doubleday 

1808 - 1875 Naturalist and 
Lepidopterist 
  

Awarded 
Blue Plaque 

Epping 
Town 
Council 

Silley Family   Owners of Theydon 
Grove House, now 
Theydon Grove House, 
Landowner, Employee 
and Philanthropist 1808-
1875 

Awarded 
Blue Plaque 

Epping 
Town 
Council 

Lionel Lord 
Murray of 
Epping 
Forest 
  

1922-2004 
(20 years 
since his 
death but 
please note 
the blue 
plaque was 
awarded 
prior 
to  2025 *)) 
  

Trade Unionist Lived 
here  
  

Awarded 
Blue Plaque 

Epping 
Town 
Council 

Jill Barklem  
  

1951 – 2017 
(8 years 
since her 
death) 
  
  

Creator of Brambly 
Hedge (Author of series 
of children’s books) lived 
here 1987 - 2005 

Awarded 
Blue Plaque 

Epping 
Town 
Council 

Millican 
Dalton 
  

1867 - 1947 Environmentalist and 
professor of adventure 
lived here 

Awarded 
Blue Plaque 

Loughton 
Town 
Council 

Ruth Rendell 
  

1930-2015 
(10 years 
since her 
death) 
  

Author lived here Awarded 
Blue Plaque 

Epping 
Town 
Council 
(Loughton?) 

 



ATTACHMENT C1 
 
MAYOR’S CADET 
 
We have now got the Mayor’s Cadet brassard and we will be present next Tuesday 
for the presentation of said brassard. 
The Cadet that we have for Mayors Cadet is Sgt Holly Edwards one of our senior 
experienced cadets. 
The idea of Mayor’s Cadet is to accompany the Mayor on any civic duties. This will 
help promote 414 Epping @ North Weald Squadron Air Cadets in our ever expanding 
community. 
 
 
Corresponding minute: 11th June 2024 
 
70      MAYOR’S GAMES AND MAYOR’S BADGE 
 

Council discussed the potential Mayor’s Games and Mayor’s Badge, as per 
Attachment O. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s19 & Local Government Act 1972, 
s111; 

(ii) Cllr C Burgess would pursue the games idea with the cadet leaders to 
ensure it could be delivered by them and this would be brought back to 
Council if needed; 

(iii) Council supported the Mayor’s badge and the Town Clerk would pursue 
costs and getting one made. 

 



Epping Town Council ATTACHMENT D 

TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES  
 
10/12/2024 - 14/01/2025 
 
11th December 2024 Present Audrey Rose Cup to Lathams  

11th December 2024 EFDC Planning Viability Training 

12th December 2024 Gift wrapping presents for children at EFDC  

12th December 2024 Christmas thank you with ETC office team 

12th December 2024  Chrysalis Nursery pop up 

13th December 2024  Civic Carol Service at Theydon Bois 

18th December 2024 Christmas thank you with ETC grounds team 

19th December 2024 Piccola certificate and gift of thanks plus Noddy certificate  

22nd December 2024 Epping Upland Church Carol Service 

23rd December 2024 Long service presentation to market trader Lawrence (40 yrs)  

24th December 2024 Carols on the Green 

29th December 2024 Hannukah celebration event 

 
DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES/ENGAGEMENTS 
 
10/12/2024 - 14/01/2025 
 
11th December 2024 Epping Forest Dementia Friendly Communities meeting 

11th December 2024 EFDC Planning Viability Training 

12th December 2024 Gift wrapping presents for children in need at EFDC  

29th December 2024 Lighting of Menorah 

 
 



Epping Town Council    14/01/25  ATTACHMENT E 

 

REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 
 

1 TALK ABOUT EPPING SPRING 2025 
 
The Spring 2025 edition of Talk About Epping will be available from late January 
online and early February in hard copy format. 

 
2 BAKERS LANE PUBLIC TOILETS (COTTIS YARD) 

 
At the time of writing, two standard cubicles and the disabled cubicle at Bakers Lane 
public toilets are open from 10am to 3pm, Monday to Saturday. This has been made 
possible by collaborative working with Qualis, considerable administration by the 
office team and the support of our cleaning contractor Stratton Contractors. The 
situation will be monitored closely and if there is a repeat of the severe vandalism 
issue, the toilets will have to be closed again. 

 
3 EPPING CHRISTMAS MARKET 2024 

 
It was extremely disappointing to have to cancel Epping Christmas Market 2024 due 
to the extremely bad weather. The team at Epping Town Council did everything 
possible to try and deliver the Christmas market, but safety is always our priority and it 
was simply unsafe to run. An awful lot of work goes into organising an event of this 
scale and reputation and the amount of hard work to undo such organisation is not 
insignificant. The Town Clerk would like to thank Council’s Market, Planning & Events 
Officer, the market supervisor and the grounds team for all their hard work on this 
event. Thanks should also be extended to the whole team for the support they gave 
to their colleagues. 

 
4 LOCAL BUS FUNDING 

 
Cllr Janet Whitehouse has made Council aware of Essex County Council’s Love Your 
Bus Fund. The office team have done some research into this and it didn’t seem to be 
something Epping Town Council could pursue, but the details are as follows: 
 

• The bus funding is revenue funding only, therefore it will not be used to directly 
improve services. 

• The idea of the grant is that partners would host some fundraising events to attract 
new passengers to use the services in the Parish, though they would not be able to 
add an extra service to the timetable. 

• In turn, Essex would bring in more revenue for future use. 
• From Essex: This will allow Parish and Town Councils to propose initiatives such as 

increasing service frequency, running early morning or late-night services, and 
extending routes to connect underserved areas to key destinations such as hospitals or 
schools. 

 











































































































































ATTACHMENT J1 
EPPING TOWN COUNCIL 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 

 

Epping Town Council utilises social media (Facebook and Twitter) to communicate 
with residents to keep them up to date with news, events and important 
announcements. The Council also retweets information from other organisations, 
which it reasonably considers may be of interest to residents. Epping Town Council 
only uses content and images believed to be from reputable source, which do not 
infringe copyright, and permissions are sought from the owner of the material before 
posting on social media. The Town Council has a legal duty to meet regulations of 
Data Protection legislation. 

All social media posts will be dealt with by the Town Clerk, or under the instruction of 
the Town Clerk, from Council’s computer/s.   

Any comments made on social media should not represent or purport to represent 
the Town Council on the internet. 

Members 

Epping Town Council appreciates that social media is an important tool routinely used 
by members for reporting issues and news to residents in their respective wards. 
However, care should be exercised when reporting matters which have arisen during 
the course of Council meetings. 

In particular, members should take care not to incorrectly report factual issues raised 
at meetings or misrepresent views expressed by other members. Members should also 
avoid any postings which may be considered vexatious, inappropriate or place the 
Council or another member in a bad light. This also applies to retweets and likes. 

Members are reminded that postings on social media are governed by the Code of 
Conduct. 

Any questions regarding social media should be referred to the Town Clerk. 

Social media is not continuously monitored. For any urgent enquiries, please contact 
Epping Town Council directly by telephone. 

 

Approved: March 2023. Next review: Feb 2025                                   Epping Town Council 2023 





ATTACHMENT L 
Epping Christmas Lights 2024 
• Christmas Lights working party favoured icicle lights 
• Council were advised that we could not a:ord to cover the whole High Street (we are 
trying the icicle lights this year, with a view to keeping them, but there were only a 
certain amount of ‘usable for hire’ ones) 
• Aylesford (Christmas lights contractor) devised a layout which they felt would be the 
best use of the icicle lights available. This was based on alternating sections either side 
of the road 
• ETC wrote to every business that was on that plan and asked if they were happy to 
have the lights over their windows and/or the fixing hooks to be installed for Aylesford to 
be able to deliver the icicle lights 
• The businesses that answered were dressed icicle lights, those that didn’t (after being 
chased) didn’t get them as we couldn’t install without permission. Some of these were 
omissions. Some we were not able to get hold of a landlord (for their permission) 
• The Town Clerk identified various ‘key buildings’ that would make a real impact on the 
High Street if they would decorate their own. Some agreed, some didn’t. 
(Cllr Razia Sharif asked them based on the identified list) 
Carpino Lounge – didn’t so ETC put up icicle lights 
M&S – asked head o:ice. Refused. Reasked. 
Rosewood Pharmacy – Dressed own & sponsored (1 large tree) 
Funky Monk – Dressed own 
Church’s – Dressed own 
George & Dragon – under sca:old 
Ellie’s nursery – ETC put icicle lights up 
 
Hammond & Smith dressed own & sponsored (1 large tree) 
• Cllr Razia Sharif approached some businesses for sponsorship. Some agreed, some 
didn’t. Some promised donations and paid, some didn’t. 
 
Issues: 
• Complaints re the gaps (ETC were aware of this) 
• Socket issues in the High Street (electrician and Aylesford tried to deal with these. 
Some were rectified, some were not) 
• Christmas tree (lights went o: occasionally) 
• Large living trees: Town Clerk suspects weather triggered power cut taking out some of 
the trees. Aylesford rectified each time, several call outs) 
• Powering from the High Street businesses needs to be revisited 
• Many call outs to Aylesford and electrician needed to rectify issues, some not 
able to be 
 
Cost of lights: (All plus VAT) 

1) Main Christmas tree (Approx £2000 (purchase and install). Rotary donated £400.  
2) 5 large living trees lights install: £4200 
3) 2 sponsored large trees dressed £2400 
4) Icicle lights for the amount up (approx. £6500, plus £1540 for fixtures and fittings 

additions) 
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