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MINUTES of the ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING held in the Main Hall, Epping Hall, on 
Tuesday 12th August 2025 at 8pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr Janet Whitehouse (Town Mayor & Chair) 
 Cllr R Sharif (Deputy Mayor) 
 Cllr L Burrows Cllr C McCredie  Cllr H Pegrum 

Cllr G Scruton Cllr H Whitbread  
Cllr Jon Whitehouse Cllr M Wright  

   
OFFICER: Beverley Rumsey (Town Clerk) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 1 member of the public and 1 member of the press were present. 
  
138 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr C Burgess, Cllr N Avey and Cllr J Duffell. 
Apologies for lateness were received from Cllr Jon Whitehouse. 
 

139 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr L Burrows, Cllr R Sharif, Cllr Janet Whitehouse & Cllr Jon Whitehouse declare a non 
pecuniary interest as Epping Forest District councillors. 
 
Cllr H Whitbread declares a non pecuniary interest as an Epping Forest District Councillor 
and Cabinet Member and an Essex County Councillor and Deputy Cabinet Member. 
 
Cllr H Whitbread declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 7(v), Attachment D4, 
as the Portfolio Holder for Finance and Economic Development. 

 
140 DISPENSATIONS 

 
There were no dispensations. 

 
141 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - QUESTION TIME 
 

Mandy Garner, Founder of Talk2Nish Peer Mentors presented Agenda item 7 (i) 
(Attachment D). 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) Cllr H Whitbread would share her contact details regarding non Epping Town 

Council sources of funding; 
(ii) Funding mentioned included Essex Community Foundation, Epping Forest 

Community Lottery, Locality funding, Essex County Council funding including 
Public Health Funding, speaking to Epping Forest District Council Youth Council 
and Jack Petchey funding; 

(iii) Cllr G Scruton would explore funding opportunities with the Joint Charities; 
 
142 CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES  
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 8th July 
2025 be signed by the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the Council. 
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Minute 97: Reports from members: Cllr C McCredie. Delete Dementia Awareness 
Session. 18th June 2025. 
 
The Town Clerk would check the playground inspection at heights reporting 
information and thank Epping in Bloom for their 10 years of hard work at the 
Chairman’s request. 

 
143 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Cllr H Pegrum entered during this item. 
 
Cllr R Sharif entered during this item. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the signed Minutes of the following Committee meetings be 
signed by the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the Council. 
 

  Planning & General Purposes Committee   8th July 2025         (Attachment B) 
Planning & General Purposes Committee   22nd July 2025          (Attachment C) 

144  COMMUNICATIONS TO NOTE/REQUIRING DECISION 

  (i) Visit from Talk2Nish Peer Mentors 

Council had heard about Talk2Nish Peer Mentors (Mandy Garner) under agenda item 4, 
Minute 141. 

(ii) Epping Forest District Council: Statement on Licensing Principles 

Council considered Epping Forest District Council’s Statement on Licensing Principles, as 
per Attachment D1. 

   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) There were no comments from Epping Town Council. 
 

(iii) Community support for 20mph speed limits 

Council considered the request for community support for 20mph speed limits, as per 
Attachment D2. 

It was RESOLVED that: 

(i) The following comments would be returned by the Town Clerk on behalf of 
Epping Town Council. 

Epping Town Council response: Community support for 20mph speed limits 
We welcome measures to improve road safety, but would prefer this is looked at more 
holistically. 
Epping Town Council would not support a blanket policy of 20mph speed limits or 
20mph in multiple areas. 20mph may be appropriate outside schools and in certain 
locations, but the individual situation should be considered. 
20mph on multiple roads can lead to frustration. 
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Council would suggest more effective enforcement of 30mph in 30mph areas would be 
beneficial. 
They also favour a consistent reasonable speed across Epping Forest (eg 40mph). 

 
(iv) Epping Forest District Council Crematoria Consultation 

Council considered Epping Forest District Council’s Crematoria Consultation, as per 
Attachment D3. 

It was RESOLVED that: 

(i) There were no concerns from Epping Town Council. 

(v) Meeting regarding Epping, markets and Town Partnerships 

Council NOTED the meeting between Epping Town Council and Epping Forest District 
Council officers regarding Epping, markets and Town Partnerships, as per 
Attachment D4. 

(vi) Epping Forest District Council consultation: Community Infrastructure Levy 

Council considered Epping Forest District Council’s Community Infrastructure Levy 
information, as per Attachment D5. 

It was RESOLVED that: 

(i) Epping Town Council would ask some further questions and make comments. 
These were: 

Members found some of the information rather complicated. 
What would the equivalent rates per square meter be on a Band D equivalent 
property? 
Are the costs based on the size and scale of the development? 
What is the formula for allocating monies? 
What is the anticipated cost to the developer for a 100 house development or 1000 
house development, for example? 
 
(ii) Staff pay award 2025/26 

Epping Town Council’s staff are governed by the National Joint Council terms and 
conditions. A staff pay award of 3.2% was agreed by the Joint Council and that would 
be applied to staff salaries and backdated to the award date of 1st April 2025. 
 
Council NOTED this information. 
 

145 TOWN MAYOR & DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES 
 

The duties undertaken by the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor since the Ordinary 
Council meeting on 8th July 2025 were NOTED by Council. 

 
146 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS 

 



 
Ordinary Council Meeting 12th August 2025 – Minutes ATTACHMENT A 

Epping Town Council 2025-2026 Initialled by Chairman:   

Reports from members were received on meetings or visits since the Ordinary Council 
meeting on 8th July 2025: 

    
Cllr Jon Whitehouse ETC/EFDC pétanque match   2nd August 2025 

 Cllr M Wright  Informal market meeting   9th July 2025 
    Horticultural Society meeting   9th July 2025 
Cllr C McCredie Informal market meeting   9th July 2025 
   Community Safety Partnership  10th July 2025 
   Launch of Summer Reading challenge 16th July 2025 
   Mill Mound Fields meeting   28th July 2025 
 

147 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK AND COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS 
 

Cllr Janet Whitehouse requested the blue plaque for Ernest Whythes be discussed at the 
next Council meeting. 
 
Members NOTED the report of the Town Clerk. 
 

148 REPORT FROM EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCILLORS AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Cllr H Whitbread: 
Epping Forest District Council (EFDC): 
EFDC’s Budget under scrutiny. Primary focus been around The Bell Hotel. Busy time. July 
EFDC Council meeting: Cllrs unanimously called on Home Office to close the hotel. 
Seeking an injunction on Bell Hotel owners. Planning challenge on Change of Use. Led 
by MP/PFCC/EFDC. Awaiting outcome. Lots of disruption. 
 
Investing in Safety and Business/Town Centre Partnerships. 
 
Essex County Council (ECC): 
Winter Highways issues. £60,000 into Highways Safety/pathways opposite Bell 
Common. 
 
Cllr Jon Whitehouse: 
Epping Forest District Council (EFDC): 
Mentioned that Play in the Park was well supported. Lots of ages and activities. 
 

149 FINANCIAL REPORT TO 31ST JULY 2025 
 

Council considered the summary financial report for July 2025, presented by Council’s 
Key Member for Finance, Cllr G Scruton.   
 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability 

Act 2014; 
(ii) No further action was required at the current time. 

 
150 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 



 
Ordinary Council Meeting 12th August 2025 – Minutes ATTACHMENT A 

Epping Town Council 2025-2026 Initialled by Chairman:   

Cllr G Scruton presented the payment schedules for July 2025. Council APPROVED the 
payment of accounts for July 2025. 
Payments total: £96,354.11 (Payments from Barclays total £75.75 (please note transfers 
of £70,000 from Barclays to the Co-operative). Payments from the Cooperative total 
£95,061.48. Please note: a transfer of £600 from the Co-operative to the Co-operative 
online and petty cash withdrawals of £1500). Payments from the Co-operative Online 
total £216.88.) 
 

 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability 
Act 2014; 

(ii) The list of payments for July 2025 were APPROVED as presented in the schedule. 

151   ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2026 
 
Council considered the Annual Town Meeting for 2026. 

 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 

s9; 
(ii) The meeting would be held on Thursday 26th March 2026. 

152   EPPING TOWN SHOW 2026 
 
Council considered the Epping Town Show 2026. 

 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 

s145; 
(ii) The Town Show would be held on Sunday 5th July 2026 from 12 noon to 5pm (as 

usual). 
 

153 EPPING TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

Epping Town Council discussed sending their minute books and historic 
information to Essex Records Office, as per Attachment I. 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 
s111; 

(ii) The minute books up to 2000 would be sent to be stored at Essex Records 
Office; 

(iii) Maps and other historical information would be revisited/discussed at a later 
date. 

 
154 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

It was RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
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meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 
 

155 INTRODUCTION OF MONTHLY FARMERS’ MARKETS AND POTENTIAL 
REINTRODUCTION OF EUROPEAN AND SEASONAL MARKETS IN EPPING HIGH STREET 

 
Council discussed the provision of additional farmers, European and seasonal markets in 
Epping High Street. 

 
   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(ii) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 
s145; Food Act 1984, s50; 

(iii) A street food market would be held on a Friday evening, middle of the month 
on the piazza/High Street area (depending on the organisers’ space 
requirements and subject to licences); 

(iv) The financial aspects would be determined the Market Committee, Town Clerk 
and Planning, Market and Events Officer, as details progress; 

(v) Additional stalls would be integrated into the Bank Holiday Monday Market to 
augment those markets, subject to organizational arrangements; 

(vi) The financial aspects would be determined the Market Committee, Town Clerk 
and Planning, Market and Events Officer, as details progress; 

(vii) This would be monitored and any additional markets discussed at a later stage. 
This would be discussed with other community and local groups at that stage. 

(viii) £1000 may be available from the Rural Prosperity Fund. 
 

156 ELECTRICTY AND GAS CONTRACTS 
 

Council discussed the electricity and gas contract information, as per Attachment K. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 

s111; 
(ii) The Town Clerk would approach Kent County Council to discuss the existing 

collective purchasing for Epping Hall’s gas, to explore adding the other energy 
meters into this and whether this would be possible and if so, beneficial. 

(iii) This would be brought back to Council for a further discussion. 
 

CLOSURE 
 
The Town Mayor, Cllr Janet Whitehouse, closed the meeting at 9.35pm. 

 
Signature of Chairman 
 
Date 
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MINUTES of the PLANNING AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING held at 
Epping Hall, St. Johns Road, Epping on Tuesday, 12th August 2025 at 7.15pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) 
 Cllr C McCredie  

Cllr G Scruton 
 
OFFICERS: Beverley Rumsey (Town Clerk) 
 Jo-Ann Lewis (Planning, Market & Events Officer) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: One member of the press was present. 
 
129 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr N Avey (Chairman) and Cllr C Burgess. 
In the absence of the Chairman, the meeting was chaired by the Vice Chairman  
(Cllr M Wright) 

 
130        DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Cllr C McCredie declared a non pecuniary interest in EPF/1299/25 as the applicant is 

known to them.  
 
131 DISPENSATIONS  
 

There were no dispensations. 
  
132 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Committee RESOLVED that: 
 
the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & General Purposes Committee held on  
Tuesday, 22nd July 2025 be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 
133 PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
 

There were no questions of comments.  
 
134 NOTICES AND INFORMATION 

 
There were no notices and information. 
 

135 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

EPF/1299/25 
 

74, Charles Street, 
Epping, CM16 7AX 
Richard Bertioli. 

Proposed two storey extension, replacement 
bay window canopy & new porch. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1327/25 
 

23, Bower Hill, 
Epping, CM16 7AL. 
Jost Property LTD. 

Front, rear, side and loft extensions. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
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EPF/1357/25 
 

16A, Western 
Avenue, Epping, 
CM16 4JR. 
Mr and Mrs Ayvaz. 

Two storey side/ front extension with 
associated roof alterations. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1050/25 
 

3, Maltings Lane, 
Epping, CM16 6SB. 
Mr Chris Doyle. 

TPO/EPF/07/98 
T32: Birch - Fell and replace, as specified. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is carried 
out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC, and if it is necessary 
to fell the tree that the same species of tree is planted.  
EPF/1434/25 
 

3, Maltings Lane, 
Epping, CM16 6SB. 
Mr Chris Doyle. 

TPO/EPF/07/98 
T30 & T31: Horse Chestnut - Repollard to 
previous points, as specified. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is carried 
out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
EPF/1435/25 
 

Kippen, Kendal 
Avenue, Epping, 
CM16 4PW. 
Mrs J Guaquiere. 

TPO/EPF/21/93 (Ref: T28) 
T1: Lime - Crown reduce to previous pruning 
points, as specified. 
NB: The permitted specification of works is 
detailed in the conditions. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is carried 
out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
EPF/1365/25 
 

7-9, Thornwood 
Road, Epping,  
CM16 6SY. 
G Burrows and  
K Bambury. 

Proposed rear single storey extension with 
roof lantern following removal of existing 
conservatory and proposed vehicle crossover 
and dropped kerb. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1460/25 
 

St Alban Church 
Hall, Coopersale 
Common, 
Coopersale, Epping 
CM16 7QT. 
Casey Tree Services. 

TPO/EPF/03/85 (T2, T1) 
T1: Oak - Crown reduce on side of building 
by up to 3m, as specified. 
T2: Ash - Crown reduce on side of building 
by up to 3m, as specified. 
NB: The permitted specification of works is 
detailed in the conditions.  

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is carried 
out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
EPF/1507/25 
 

7, Theydon Place, 
Epping, CM16 4NH. 
Becker Tree 
Contracts Ltd. 

TPO/EPF/28/08 Ref: T18, T19, T20, T21, T24) 
T1-5: Lime - Crown reduce height to previous 
points, as specified. Crown lift by up to to 
6m from ground, as specified. 
T6: Lime - Crown reduce height by up to 
2.5m and spread by up to 2m, as specified. 
NB: The permitted specification of works is 
detailed in the conditions.  

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is carried 
out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 

 
 
 
136 APPEALS 
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AP-13522 
(EPF/0524/25)  

11, Kendal Avenue, 
Epping, CM16 4PW. 
Mr Martin Shipp. 

Retrospective application for outbuilding. 
 

Decision taken by P&GP Committee - 22nd April 2025  
Committee have concerns as to why this structure was built prior to seeking 
planning permission in the usual way.  The retrospective application states 200mm 
above permitted development, however this does not take into consideration the 
height by which the ground has been raised. This structure is overbearing on the 
neighbouring property with a loss of amenity and loss of light. 

 
Committee have NOTED the appeal and have no further comments to make on this 
application. 

 
 137  PLANNING DECISIONS  

 
Committee NOTED that no planning decisions had been received from Epping Forest 
District Council for this period. 

 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.44pm. 

 
 
Signature of Chairman      
 
 
 
Date 
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MINUTES of the PLANNING AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING held at 
Epping Hall, St. Johns Road, Epping on Tuesday, 26th August 2025 at 6.00pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr N Avey (Chairman) 
 Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) 
 Cllr C McCredie  

Cllr C Burgess 
 
OFFICERS: Beverley Rumsey (Town Clerk) 
 Jo-Ann Lewis (Planning, Market & Events Officer) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: One member of the press, and one member of the public were present. 
 
157 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr G Scruton. 
 
158        DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
159 DISPENSATIONS  
 

There were no dispensations. 
  
160 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Committee RESOLVED that: 
 
the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & General Purposes Committee held on  
Tuesday, 12th August 2025 be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 
161 PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
 

There were no public questions or comments.  
 
162 NOTICES AND INFORMATION 

 
Cllr N Avey (Chairman) informed the committee that at the 7.15pm meeting with KLW 
Planning for 'Old Pastures' was for pre-application Information only. 
 

163 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

EPF/1473/25 
 

Spencer Close, The 
Plain, Epping,  
CM16 6TN 
PAHT. 

Variation of conditions 2, 8 and 9 of 
EPF/0591/24 (Erection of building and plant 
room, alterations and improvements to 
North Bungalow to provide Community 
Diagnostic Centre; Reorganisation of car 
park and provision of drop off parking area 
and ambulance  / disabled parking; gas 
store; cycle store; landscaping; lighting; 
photo-voltaic system on roof areas; external 
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roof top plant and ancillary 
works/infrastructure). 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1516/25 
 

89, High Street, 
Epping, CM16 4BD. 
Mr Mahen  
Sriskandarajah. 

Addition of a Hot Food Takeaway Use (Sui 
Generis) alongside Existing Class E(b) 
Restaurant Use and Installation of Rear Flue 
Ventilation System. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1445/25 
 

8, Hartland Road, 
Epping, CM16 4PE. 
Ms E Davis. 

Single storey rear extension with roof 
lantern. Internal layout changes. 
 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1524/25 
 

14, Wood Mead, 
Epping, CM16 6TD. 
Mr and Mrs T 
Phillips. 

Proposed single storey rear extension with 
monopitch tiled roof with rooflights. 
 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1539/25 
 

23, Ivy Chimneys 
Road, CM16 4EL. 
Ms Vandana Jyoti. 

Replace the existing boundary fence with 
retaining wall and boundary wall & proposal 
of a new shower room. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application, provided the work is carried out 
to ensure the correct distance from the boundary wall is adhered to and there is no 
damage caused to the trees and bushes on the neighbouring recreation ground.  
The tree work should be carried out under the supervision of the arboricultural 
officer at EFDC 
EPF/1532/25 
 

Revival Court, Half 
Moon Lane, 
Epping, CM16 4AH 
Roisin Mahoney. 

TPO/EPF/69/10  
T1: London Plane - Crown reduce by up to 
2m, as specified. 
T2: Alder - Crown reduce height by up to 
1.5m, as specified. Crown reduce growth 
away from building by up to 1m, as 
specified. 
T3: Birch - Crown reduce height by up to 
0.5m, as specified. Crown reduce growth 
away from building by up to 1m, as 
specified. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is carried 
out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
EPF/1607/25 
 

91, Centre Drive, 
Epping, CM16 4JD. 
Luke Davison. 

TPO/EPF/25/93 (Ref: T4) 
T1: Ash - Selective prune of overhanging 
branches by up to 3m, as specified. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is carried 
out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
EPF/1543/25 
 

1, The Drummonds, 
Epping, CM16 4PJ. 
Mrs N Spencer. 

Variation of Condition 2 `Plan numbers' of 
EPF/0657/24 (Conversion of the existing two 
storey dwelling house into a block of three 
flats. The scheme would provide three no. 
two-bed units). 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1596/25 
 

61, Centre Drive, 
Epping, CM16 4JF. 

Retrospective application for replacement of 
outbuilding with attached garage and 
monopitch roof. 
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Mrs R Sewell. 
(Executor) 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1603/25 
 

20, Bower Hill, 
Epping, CM16 7AD. 
J Massingham and 
G Gilligan. 

Raising walls and roof level of existing rear 
extension. Removal of side window. 
Installation of new door and rooflight. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1616/25 
 

12, Brickfield Road, 
Coopersale, 
Epping, CM16 7QX 
Everglade New 
Homes. 

Application for extending two number 
existing crossovers to comply with new 
development. 
 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
 

 
164 APPEALS 
 

AP-13522 
(EPF/0524/25)  

11, Kendal Avenue, 
Epping, CM16 4PW. 
Mr Martin Shipp. 

Retrospective application for outbuilding. 
 

Decision taken by P&GP Committee - 22nd April 2025  
Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 

 
Committee NOTED the appeal.   

 
 165  PLANNING DECISIONS  

 
Committee NOTED the decisions as received from Epping Forest District Council since 
the date of the previous agenda and up until the date of this agenda. 

 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 6.40pm. 

 
*B Rumsey took the meeting for Agenda numbers 1-5, J Lewis took the meeting for 
Agenda items 6-9. 
 
 

Signature of Chairman      
 
 
 
Date 



ATTACHMENT D 
Request for cricket provision 
 
Dear Sir/Ms, 
 
I am writing to you as a local resident and cricket enthusiast to raise a pressing need 
within our community: the lack of adequate cricket facilities. At present, local cricket 
clubs are struggling to accommodate demand, with each club fielding an average of 
6–7 teams. This level of participation is extremely encouraging for community sport, 
but unfortunately it has created an overload on the limited grounds currently 
available. 
 
A new cricket ground would not only help relieve this pressure but also provide a 
dedicated space for young players, families, and the wider community to engage in 
healthy, active recreation. Cricket continues to grow rapidly in our area, and without 
additional facilities, clubs risk having to turn players away – particularly juniors, who 
are the future of the game. 
 
I kindly request the Council’s support in helping to identify and secure suitable land 
for the development of a cricket ground. This investment would ensure that cricket in 
Epping remains accessible, inclusive, and sustainable for years to come. 
 
I would be very happy to discuss this further, provide more details on the current 
challenges faced by clubs, or collaborate with Council officers to explore options. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Zahid Shah 
 
 



ATTACHMENT D1 
 
Lithium-ion batteries campaign 
 
SEPTEMBER UPDATE 
  
First, may I offer my apologies for the delay in writing to you – I was awaiting some 
more definite information, as I explain below. 
  
Lord Foster is extremely grateful for all the hard work that many of you have put in to 
help this Lithium-ion safety campaign: It has been successful 
  
The Government’s Product Safety and Metrology (PRAM) Act has now been passed 
into law and the Government has agreed to include a number of our asks regarding 
battery safety in regulations to be issued under the Act. Unfortunately, if you read 
the Act this is not clear because all the details are to be included in the regulations 
which will follow shortly. 
  
Accordingly, Lord Foster is organising a webinar to explain what these regulations will 
contain. He is hoping the Minister himself will attend to indicate more fully what the 
regulations will contain. Unfortunately, I do not have a date for you, but it will be in 
October or November of this year. So, this update is just to let you know of the 
progress made, but as yet unseen. 
  
As soon as we have a date I will be in touch – probably in September. 
  
And more good news is that Electrical Safety First’s annual grant giving scheme for 
initiative electrical safety actions also opens in September. 
  
Therefore, in a couple of weeks I will email you again with a date for the webinar and 
details of the grant scheme. 
Once again, thank you for your hard work – it has been productive and inspiring. 
All the best, 
Ron Bailey 
 



Epping Town Council ATTACHMENT E 

                                                                              
Ordinary Council Meeting   

TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES/ENGAGEMENTS Cllr Janet Whitehouse 
 
13th August 2025 - 9th September 
 
15th August 2025 VJ Day Anniversary event  

20th August 2025 Visit Play in the Park at Stonards Hill recreation ground 

23rd August 2025 Open Epping Horticultural Show 

2nd September 2025 Epping & Theydon Garnon Joint Charities meeting 

5th September 2025 Open the Ben Cohen shop in Epping High Street 

7th September 2025 Attended Epping Town Football Club – Women’s match  

 
 
DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES/ENGAGEMENTS: Cllr Razia Sharif 
 
There were no Epping Town Council duties or engagements for this period. 

 



Epping Town Council    9/09/25  ATTACHMENT F 

REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 
 

1 NODDY 
 
The Town Clerk has received some positive interest in Noddy and will be discussing this 
in the next couple of weeks. Information will be brought to Council should these 
discussions prove successful. 

 
2 BLUE PLAQUE: CHURCH’S BUTCHERS 

 
The blue plaque for Church’s Butchers has now arrived and arrangements are being 
made for its install. An unveiling ceremony will be arranged in due course. 

 
3 EPPING HALL OFFICE REFURBISHMENT/MOVE 

 
The reconfiguration of the offices at Epping Hall is well underway and we hope to be 
nearing completion by the end of September 2025. The office team are working in the 
conference room during this time and we are working with our bookings to try and 
limit disruption to them now the school holidays are over and many hirers return. 

 
4 STONARDS PATH WIDENING 

 
The NHS work to lay cables under Stonards Hill recreation ground to facilitate the 
diagnostic centre at St Margaret’s Hospital will be starting as soon as possible, as soon 
as the legal work and design details are complete. The legal work surrounding 
Stonards protection as a Field in Trust has delayed the programme slightly. We 
anticipate work to start on site by October 2025. 
 

5 VJ DAY EVENT: FRIDAY 15TH AUGUST 2025 
 

The VJ Day tea party hosted by Town Mayor Cllr Janet Whitehouse on Friday 15th 
August 2025 was a great success and we have received very positive feedback. 
Photographs, stories and memorabilia were shared by guest attendees 
commemorating their families and loved ones. 
 

6 EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL (EFDC) COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 
CONSULTATION 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to request additional information from EFDC on the 
Community Infrastructure Levy but this is yet to be received and the formal closing 
date for responses now passed. 
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7 PRE-APPLICATION BRIEFING FOR MEMBERS ON LAND AT OLD PASTURES, 
STONARDS HILL, EPPING 
 
Epping Town Councillors attended a pre-application briefing by KLW Planning on 
behalf of Croudace Developments on 26th August 2025, where KLW presented a 
proposal to develop land at Old Pastures, Stonards Hill, Epping. 
 
The meeting was held in public to allow residents to attend. Approximately 60  
residents attended and asked questions and raised extreme concerns over the 
proposal. We anticipate this will appear as a full planning application in approximately 
October 2025. 
 

8 EPPING CHRISTMAS LIGHTS: HIGHWAYS PERMISSIONS 
 
Work is still underway on obtaining permissions/licences from Highways to use their 
light boxes/feeder pillars for the Christmas lights display in Epping High Street. The 
stars have been ordered as they would have otherwise missed pre-Christmas delivery. 
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EXTERNALLY AUDITED ANNUAL RETURN 2024/25 







Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3 Page 6 of 6 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* 

Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25 

In respect of Epping Town Council – EX0069 
ow 

 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an 
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit 
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/  

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound 
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with 
Proper Practices which: 

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and  
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors. 

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25 

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 
March 2025. 
 

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
 
 
 

 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 
 

None. 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 
 

External Auditor Name 
 
 

External Auditor Signature 
 
 

15/08/2025 
 

Date 
 
 







Ernest Wythes pictured in 1908 

ERNEST WYTHES – EPPING’S BENEFACTOR  
 

ERNEST JAMES WYTHES was born in 1868 at Bickley Hall, a large estate near Bromley in 
Kent, belonging to his grandfather, George. The Wythes family had made a fortune from 
the building of railways both at home and abroad. In 1869 George purchased the Copped 
Hall Estate in Epping from the heirs of the late Henry John Conyers.  

      Ernest’s father, also called George, moved into Copped 
Hall with his wife Catherine. Sadly, Catherine died  aged 
twenty-six, when Ernest was just three years old. George 
died in 1875 at the age of thirty-six. During his short time at 
Copped Hall he had been made a Verderer of Epping 
Forest and a Justice of the Peace. Ernest went back to living 
at Bickley  Hall. He remained there until 1883, when his 
grandfather died and left him the Copped Hall Estate.  
      Ernest was educated at Eton and Christchurch College 
in Oxford. In 1894 he married Aline Thorold, eldest 
daughter of Sir John Henry Thorold, 12th Baronet of 
Marston, Lincolnshire. They had three daughters, 
Alexandrina (born in 1895), Barbara (1896), and Cecilia 
(1900).  
      In 1901 he was appointed High Sheriff of Essex, and 
four years later became a magistrate on the Epping Bench, 
a position he held for over fifty years. He was appointed 

Commander of the British Empire (CBE) in 1920. He was made a vice-president of the 
Epping Literary & Mechanics Institute (now the Hemnall Social Club), and later took over as 
president. When the Institute acquired a billiard table in 1899, it was Ernest who provided 
the cues, balls and scoring board.  
     He spent a great deal of money on Copped Hall, adding two new wings; to the south of 
the building was built a large conservatory and a ballroom, and to the north new domestic 
accommodation. The Hall was featured in Country Life magazine in 1910. He also owned a 
town house in Eaton Square, Chelsea, and a £50,000 steam 
yacht which he kept at Cowes, on the Isle of Wight. 
      The Wythes’ were well known for the generosity of their 
support for local projects. When the Epping Literary & 
Mechanics Institute was required to move in 1908, it was 
Ernest Wythes who provided the building. This was opened 
by the Ernest and Aline on July 8th of that year. A plaque to 
commemorate this can be seen in the Club today. He also 
supplied the land for the Women’s Institute Hall in St John’s 
Road, which is now the site of the Epping Hall.  
      He paid for the building of the tower at St John’s Church, 
the foundation of which was laid by Aline in December 
1907. He later provided the bells, all of which carry the 
initials EJW, and paid for the installation of electric lighting 
in the church. The Wythes’ and their staff had their own 
pews in the church, the only pews ever installed there. They 
were at the front, and the Epping Church Act made 
provision that the pews should seat eight of the family and six servants. The pews are still 
there today, at the back of the nave. The family also had their own entrance door, which 
has since been sealed.  
      In May 1917 Copped Hall was gutted by fire, which started in a top floor bedroom. 
Only four firemen from Epping were available to attend, as the rest had been called up for 
military service. They were assisted by firemen from Loughton, Waltham Abbey, Chesunt 
and Warlies. It is thought that the fire was caused by the fusing of an electrical wire. As a 



Top:  Copped Hall     Bottom:  Wood House 

result of the fire The Wythes’ moved into Wood House, on the Copped Hall estate. Wood 
House was later the home of pop star Rod Stewart.  
      As the owner of Copped Hall Ernest Wythes was Lord of the Manor of Epping, and as 
such held the warrant for Epping market. The warrant was eventually purchased from the 
trustees of the Wythes estate by Epping Urban District Council in 1955.  
      Ernest Wythes died on December 13th 1949, and his funeral took place at St John’s 
Church three days later. Aline died in October 27th 1951. Both are buried in the 
churchyard at Epping Upland, alongside Ernest’s mother.  
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