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Epping Town Council 2025-2026 Initialled by Chairman:   

MINUTES of the ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING held in the Conference Room, Epping Hall, on Tuesday 
11th November 2025 at 8pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr Janet Whitehouse (Town Mayor & Chair) 
 Cllr R Sharif (Deputy Town Mayor) 
 Cllr N Avey Cllr C Burgess  Cllr J Duffell 

Cllr C McCredie Cllr H Pegrum  Cllr G Scruton 
Cllr Jon Whitehouse Cllr M Wright 

   
OFFICER: Beverley Rumsey (Town Clerk) 
  
266 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr L Burrows & Cllr H Whitbread and Cllr Jon 
Whitehouse for lateness. 
 

267 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr L Burrows, Cllr R Sharif, Cllr Janet Whitehouse & Cllr Jon Whitehouse declare a non pecuniary 
interest as Epping Forest District councillors. 
 
Cllr H Whitbread declares a non pecuniary interest as an Epping Forest District Councillor and 
Cabinet Member and an Essex County Councillor and Deputy Cabinet Member. 

 
268 DISPENSATIONS 

 
There were no dispensations. 

 
269 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - QUESTION TIME 
 

 There were public questions or comments. 
 
270 CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES  
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 14th October 2025 
be signed by the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the Council. 

 
Cllr Janet Whitehouse requested some information on the outcome of the ‘grass verges’ 
meeting on 7th October 2025 from Cllr C McCredie, which would be provided. 
 

271 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS & PLANNING COMMENT 
 

It was RESOLVED that the signed Minutes of the following Committee meetings be signed by 
the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the Council. 
 
Planning & General Purposes Committee 14th October 2025 ……..(Attachment B) 
Planning & General Purposes Committee 28th October 2025 ……..(Attachment C) 
Corporate Governance Advisory Committee  28th October 2025         (Attachment D) 
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272  COMMUNICATIONS TO NOTE/REQUIRING DECISION 

  (i) Epping Leisure Centre Project Update 

Council NOTED the progress on the Epping Leisure Centre Project by Pellikaan as per 
Attachment E. 

273 TOWN MAYOR & DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES 
 

The duties undertaken by the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor since the Ordinary 
Council meeting on 14th October 2025 were NOTED, with the following addition: 
 
Town Mayor:   McCarthy Stone consultation   6th November 2025 

 
274 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS 

 
Reports from members were received on meetings or visits since the Ordinary Council meeting 
on 14th October 2025: 

    
Cllr H Pegrum  Remembrance events    9th November 2025 
Cllr G Scruton  Remembrance events    9th November 2025 
Cllr M Wright  War Memorial March & St John’s Church Service  9th Nov 2025 
Cllr J Duffell  Remembrance events    7th & 9th Nov 2025 
 Cllr C McCredie East Epping consultation event  27th October 2025 
    Peace walk     1st November 2025 
    McCarthy Stone consultation    6th November 2025 
    Remembrance events    9th November 2025 
Cllr C Burgess  East Epping consultation event  27th October 2025 
    McCarthy Stone consultation    6th November 2025 
    Remembrance events    9th November 2025 
Cllr N Avey  East Epping consultation event  27th October 2025 
    Planning Committee A: Mill Mound Fields 29th October 2025 
    Dementia training    31st October 2025 
  

275 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK AND COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS 
 

The Town Clerk highlighted the return to the new offices on 18th November 2025, the first 
section of completed path at Stonards Hill recreation ground, the planting of the silver birch at 
Epping Hall on Thursday 13th November 2025 and the potential ground movement at the Jack 
Silley Pavilion. 
 
Members NOTED the report of the Town Clerk. 

 
276 REPORT FROM EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCILLORS AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Cllr Janet Whitehouse: Epping Forest District Council 
Attended an interesting training session: Planning & The Historic Environment (EFDC) 
Personal safety for Cllrs – information on LGA website. 3-4 different types of webinar & 
information. Including harassment. 
 
Cllr Razia Sharif: Epping Forest District Council 
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Review of planning committees A & B. 25/11. Was due 1 year ago. Their set up and 
functionality. Ward councillors currently don’t get a vote. 
 

277 FINANCIAL REPORT TO 31ST OCTOBER 2025 
 

Council considered the summary financial report for November 2025, presented by Council’s 
Key Member for Finance, Cllr G Scruton.   
 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability Act 

2014; 
(ii) No further action was required at the current time. 

 
278 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 

Council’s Key Member for Finance, Cllr G Scruton, presented the payment schedules for 
October 2025. Payments total £89,409.45. Payments from Barclays total £75.75 (please note 
transfers of £160,000 from Barclays to the Co-operative.) Payments from the Co-operative 
total £88,832.64 (please note transfers to the Co-operative online of £750). Payments from 
the Co-operative Online total £501.06.) 
 

 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability Act 
2014; 

(ii) The list of payments for November2025 were APPROVED as presented in the 
schedule. 

 
279 BANK BALANCES AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

Council NOTED the bank balances at 30th September 2025, as per Attachment J. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. 
 

280 HALF YEAR FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

Council NOTED the half year financial summary, as per Attachment K. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability Act 

2014. 
 

281 INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
 

Council NOTED the second visit of the internal auditor and corresponding report, as per 
Attachment L. 
 
 



 
Ordinary Council Meeting 11th November 2025 – Minutes ATTACHMENT A 

Epping Town Council 2025-2026 Initialled by Chairman:   

 
282      RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CORPORATE GOVERNANCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

The Corporate Governance Advisory Committee met on 28th October 2025 
(Minutes #235-251 of 2025/26) and make the following RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
(i) The revised Statement on Internal Control should be APPROVED as per 

Attachment E; (Attachment M) 
(ii) The revised Risk Management Statement should be APPROVED as per 

Attachments F; (Attachment M) 
(iii) The new Financial Regulations November 2025 should be APPROVED as per 

Attachments H/H1; (Attachment M); 
(iv) The Employee Handbook with amendments should be APPROVED as a working draft 

for further review (Attachments H/H1) 
 

 It was RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) The statutory basis for this item would be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 

s101 & S111; 
(ii) The RECOMMENDATIONS above were all APPROVED by Council. 

 
283     EPPING TOWN COUNCIL’S ACTION PLAN 2023-27: OCTOBER 2025 
 EPPING TOWN COUNCIL’S FORWARD PLAN 2023-27: OCTOBER 2025 
 

Cllr Jon Whitehouse entered during this item. 
 
Council considered Council’s Action Plan 2023-27, as per Attachment N and Council’s Forward 
Plan 2023-27, as per Attachment N1. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, s111; 
(ii) Both documents were APPROVED; 
(iii) The Action Plan 2023-27 would be a working draft that would feed into Council’s budget 

setting process. 
  
284 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2025 
 

Council considered the Christmas Lights 2025 as per Attachment O. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, s145; 
(ii) The RECOMMENDATON in Attachment O was APPROVED. 

 
CLOSURE 
 
The Town Mayor, Cllr Janet Whitehouse, closed the meeting at 9.02pm. 

 
Signature of Chairman 
 
Date 
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MINUTES of the EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Held in the Garden Lounge, Epping 
Hall, on Wednesday 5th November 2025 at 5.00pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr Janet Whitehouse   (Town Mayor) 
 Cllr R Sharif  (Deputy Town Mayor) 
 Cllr N Avey (Chair of this meeting) 

Cllr C Burgess Cllr L Burrows 
Cllr C McCredie Cllr H Pegrum Cllr H Whitbread 

 Cllr Jon Whitehouse Cllr M Wright 
 
OFFICERS: Beverley Rumsey (Town Clerk) 
 Jo-Ann Lewis (Planning, Market & Events Officer) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: There were 58 members of the public and 1 member of the press 

present. 
 
252 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Duffell and Cllr G Scruton. 
 

253 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

254 DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no dispensations. 
 

255 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTION TIME 
 

There were many public concerns over the developer potentially not being required to 
undertake a full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for this site and extreme 
concerns over the development of the site in general and the cumulative effect with 
proposed neighbouring developments. 

 
256  LAND NORTH OF STEWARDS GREEN ROAD AND EAST OF THE ORCHARDS, EPPING, 

CM16 
 

Council discussed the Screening Option application, whereby the developer was 
requesting a screening option only, rather than undertaking a full Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). 

 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Town and Country 

Planning Act 1990, s 1, para 8;  
(ii) Epping Town Council would submit a strong objection to this being a 

Screening Option and the technical reasons why the developer should 
undertake a full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) supporting the 
Epping Society and local residdents; (objection submitted attached as 
Appendix 1) 
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(iii) Epping Town Council would look out for further information and the full 
planning application should one be submitted. 

 
 

CLOSURE  
The Chair of the meeting, Cllr N Avey, closed the meeting at 6.40pm. 
 
Signature of Chairman     Date 
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MINUTES of the PLANNING AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING held at 
Epping Hall, St. Johns Road, Epping on Tuesday, 11th November 2025 at 7.15pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr N Avey (Chairman) 
 Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) 
 Cllr C Burgess 
 Cllr C McCredie  

Cllr G Struton 
 
OFFICERS: Jo-Ann Lewis (Planning, Market & Events Officer) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: No members of the public or press were present. 
 
257 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

No apologies for absence were received. 
 
258       DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
259 DISPENSATIONS  
 

There were no dispensations. 
  
260 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Committee RESOLVED that: 
 
the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & General Purposes Committee held on  
Tuesday, 28th October 2025 be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 
261 PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
 

There were no public questions or comments. 
 
262 NOTICES AND INFORMATION 
 
 Committee have no comments to make. 
 
263 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

EPF/2145/25 
 

Spriggs Court 
Palmers Hill, Epping 
CM16 6SD 
Mr P Vincent 

Replacement of existing access steps with 
concrete ramp and safety railings. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application 

EPF/2067/25 134-136 High Street 
Epping CM16 4AG 

Advertisement consent for illuminated fascia 
sign and window films. 
 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
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EPF/2192/25 33 Chapel Road 
Epping CM16 5DS 
Mr & Mrs Beard 
 

Demolition of existing garage and rear 
conservatories.  Erection of lower ground and 
first floor rear extensions.  The erection of a 
new garage with an attic office.   

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 

EPF/2218/25 4 Hartland Road 
Epping CM16 4PE 
Mr & Mrs Halstead 

Rear single storey extension with roof 
lantern. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 

EPF/2777/25 79 Bell Common 
Epping, CM16 4BZ  
Mr L Wilks 

Alteration to and enlargement of family 
dwelling. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the work is carried out 
under the supervision of the conservation officer at EFDC. 
EPF/2206/25 60 Cedar Court, 

Epping CM16 4BZ 
J Nicholson & Son 

TPO/EPF/09/80 
T1: Ash – Fell and replace as specified 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is 
carried out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC, and if it is 
necessary to fell the tree that the same species of tree is planted.  No tree report 
was supplied with this application and Committee feel ii is essential to supply a tree 
report especially where intent to fell a tree is indicated. 

 
264 OTHERS  
 

EPF/2185/25 
 

14a, Brickfield Road, 
Coopersale, Epping, 
CM16 7QX 
Everglade new 
homes ltd 

Certificate of Lawful Development for 
proposed rear dormer 

Committee have NO COMMENTS to make. 

EPF/2184/25 
 

14, Brickfield Road, 
Coopersale, Epping, 
CM16 7QX 
 

Certificate of Lawful Development for 
proposed rear dormer. 
 

Committee have NO COMMENTS to make.  

 
265  PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

Committee NOTED the planning decisions as received from Epping Forest District 
Council for this period.  

 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.32pm. 

 
 
Signature of Chairman      

 
 
 

Date 
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MINUTES of the PLANNING AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING held at 
Epping Hall, St. Johns Road, Epping on Tuesday, 25th November 2025 at 7.15pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) 
 Cllr C Burgess 
 Cllr C McCredie  

Cllr G Struton 
Cllr J Duffell 

 
OFFICERS: Jo-Ann Lewis (Planning, Market & Events Officer) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: No members of the public or press were present. 
 
285 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr N Avey (Chairman) and Cllr C Burgess. 
In the absence of the Chairman, the meeting was chaired by Vice Chair Cllr M Wright. 

 
286      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
287 DISPENSATIONS  
 

There were no dispensations. 
  
288 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Committee RESOLVED that: 
 
the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & General Purposes Committee held on  
Tuesday, 11th November 2025 be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 
289 PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
 

There were no public questions or comments. 
 
290 NOTICES AND INFORMATION 
 
 Committee have no comments to make. 
 
291 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

EPF/2234/25 23, Ivy Chimneys 
Road, CM16 4EL 
Vandana Jyoti 

Replace the existing boundary fence with 
retaining wall and boundary wall & proposal 
of a new shower room and storage. 

Committee OBJECT to this application.  The proposed plans show the new 
boundary wall to be extended past the current property boundary and encroaching 
onto the neighbouring much used recreation ground.  This will result in land 
grabbing with a loss of amenity and space, directly affecting the community. 
Committee feel that the site is already overdeveloped and it is not necessary to 
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resort to land grabbing in order to increase the size of a car port shower room with 
added storage. 
 
Relevant policies: EFDC Local Plan 2011-2033, Part One: Policy DM6 B, DM9 G 
NPPF 2023 para 98 C) 104 
EPF/2272/25 
 

57, Fairfield Road, 
Epping, CM16 6ST 
Elysse Lane 

Single storey rear extension. 
 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application 

EPF/2263/25 
 
 

16 Kendal Avenue, 
Epping, CM16 4PW 
Mr Frank Camilerri 

TPO/EPF/45/91 
T9: Oak - Crown reduce by up to 2m,  
as specified. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application provided the tree work is 
carried out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC.  Committee 
would like to comment that no tree report or visual was supplied with this 
application. 
EPF/1828/25 
 

20, Hemnall Street, 
Epping, CM16 4LR 
Claire Donoghue 

Internal and facade alterations. 
 

This is a duplicate application from the 10th October weekly list, the original 
comments already submitted still stand. 

 
292  PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

Committee NOTED that no planning decisions had been received from Epping Forest 
District Council for this period.  

 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.36pm. 
 

 
Signature of Chairman      

 
 
 

Date 







 

 

 

Epping Forest District Council News 
Release  

 

 

 

LGR public consultation launched 
 

  

 

The government wants your views on the local government reorganisation 
(LGR) in Greater Essex.  

 

  

  

  

The Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government has launched a 
consultation on local government reorganisation (LGR) in Greater Essex, 
and all councils are encouraging residents, businesses, voluntary and 
community groups, and anyone interested to take part and share their views. 

Consultation on the 4 proposals 
The government is consulting on the 4 proposals that were submitted to the 
government by Greater Essex councils in September, which set out different 
options for local government reorganisation (LGR) in the county: 

https://eppingforestdc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2829f2f9cd423b7b98cf093fe&id=92235c7f74&e=9d0f456d5f


1. A 5 unitary council proposal (led by Southend-on-Sea City Council) 
2. A 4 unitary council proposal (led by Rochford District Council) 
3. A 4 unitary council proposal (led by Thurrock Council) 
4. A 3 unitary council proposal (led by Essex County Council) 

All of the proposals, including summaries, are available on the joint LGR 
hub set up by all 15 councils earlier this year. 

The consultation is aimed to help the government understand what people 
and organisations think about the proposed changes in Greater Essex. 

About LGR 
LGR aims to simplify council structures by creating new, bigger councils to 
make councils work better, making it easier for residents to access and 
navigate services. It can also bring efficiencies and give stronger local 
leadership. 

Have your say to help shape how decisions are 
made 
"This is a vital opportunity for residents to share their views on four proposals 
that could reshape local government in Essex – the biggest change in over 
50 years. Our goal for LGR is to build a stronger, simpler council system that 
works well for local people. 

"We’d urge everyone in Essex, whether you live or work here, to have your 
say to help shape how decisions are made, services are delivered, and 
communities are represented in the future." 

Councillor Graham Butland, Leader of Braintree District Council and Chair 
of the Essex Leaders and Chief Executives group, made up of all 15 councils 

Create more sustainable local services 
"While all councils in Essex are united in recognising LGR as the right 
direction for the future, there are differing views on how best to deliver it. 
Whatever proposal the government decide to take forward, all proposals 
offer a valid vision for the future that aim to provide opportunities to 
collaborate, strengthen financial resilience and create more sustainable local 
services. 

"All councils share a commitment to work together to make Essex even 
better and find the most effective solution for residents and businesses that 

https://eppingforestdc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2829f2f9cd423b7b98cf093fe&id=833dab0fd4&e=9d0f456d5f
https://eppingforestdc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2829f2f9cd423b7b98cf093fe&id=833dab0fd4&e=9d0f456d5f


 

improves local government services and brings positive change for our 
communities. 

"Please do make use of this opportunity to read the proposals, think about 
what kind of local government you want, and make your voice heard." 

Councillor David King, Leader of Colchester City Council and Vice-Chair of 
the Essex Leaders and Chief Executive’s Group 

Take part in the consultation 
• Have your say and take part in the consultation 

The consultation closes on Sunday 11 January 2026. Paper copies of the 
proposals will be made available at all Essex libraries. All councils are also 
invited to respond to the consultation. 

Results of the consultation 
The results of the consultation will help inform the government to decide a 
preferred option on how local government is structured in Greater Essex, 
which is expected in March 2026. New unitary councils are planned to go live 
in April 2028. 

More information about local government reorganisation in Greater Essex 
can be found on the Greater Essex joint LGR Hub. 

Essex County Council Leader and Cabinet’s blog 
Keeping the pound in your pocket – why less means more when it comes to 
councils: 

• Read Councillor Chris Whitbread’s County and District Councillor blog 
  

  

 

https://eppingforestdc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2829f2f9cd423b7b98cf093fe&id=7f5a9ab9ef&e=9d0f456d5f
https://eppingforestdc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2829f2f9cd423b7b98cf093fe&id=ebda018388&e=9d0f456d5f
https://eppingforestdc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2829f2f9cd423b7b98cf093fe&id=a3aaa5a4f7&e=9d0f456d5f
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Ordinary Council Meeting   

TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES/ENGAGEMENTS Cllr Janet Whitehouse 
12th November 2025 – 9th December 2025 
 
13th November 2025 Tree Planting to commemorate 50 years of Epping Town Council 

17th November 2025 Safer Epping meeting 

18th November 2025 Epping and Theydon Garnon Joint Charities 
 

20th November 2025 Epping Activity Group 
 

21st November 2025 Epping Forest District Museum takeover day 
 

22nd November 2025 Epping-Eppingen AGM 

27th November 2025 Visit to a Epping & Theydon Garnon Joint Charities property 
 

3rd December 2025 World of Work conference – YES partnership 
 

3rd December 2025 1st Epping Guides – Presentations  
 

5th December 2025 Opening of St John’s Church Christmas Tree Festival 

6th December 2025 Epping Christmas Market 

6th December 2025 EFDC Christmas Carol Service 

9th December 2025 Chrysalis Nursery – present Christmas card competition winners 

 
 
DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES/ENGAGEMENTS Cllr Razia Sharif 
12th November 2025 – 9th December 2025 
 
12th November 2025 Councillor briefing on waste management 

25th November 2025 Councillor Planning Committee review 

26th November 2025 Councillor meeting on Travellers issues 

28th November 2025 Meeting with Safeguarding team re residents in Beaconsfield  

3rd December 2025 Planning and Highways training 

6th December 2025 Epping Christmas Market 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 
 

1 EPPING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
The 4-week consultation period for Epping’s Neighbourhood Plan has now concluded. 
Epping Town Council submitted a brief representation to the responses received 
(through our Neighbourhood Planning expert Martin Small) and this has been 
returned to Epping Forest District Council. The Town Clerk understands all documents 
are now with the Inspector awaiting the next and final stages. 

 
2 EPPING HALL OFFICE REFURBISHMENT/MOVE 

The team at Epping Hall have now moved into their new offices and the conference 
room is available for hire again. Once building control have signed off the first part of 
the project, the Clerk will revisit the doors to divide the corridor in the new year under 
a separate building regulation application, when the necessary fire research has been 
undertaken. 

 
3 STONARDS PATH WIDENING 

The first section of path has been completed between Fairfield Road and St 
Margaret’s Hospital gate, running alongside football pitch 1. The Town Supervisor 
requested additional work to the football pitch railings which would have been too 
low on the new elevated ground and this work has now been completed to his 
satisfaction. 
The central path through the main part of the recreation ground is due to be 
completed by early December 2025. Progress is being monitored by the Town 
Supervisor. 
 

4 EPPING CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
At the time of writing, Epping’s Christmas lights are on. The Town Clerk would like to 
thank Louise and the installation team at Aylesford Electrical and Darren Haley and his 
electrical team for their patience, efficiency and collaboration on this ‘Plan B’ project. 
Epping Town Council are still waiting for the lighting permissions from Essex County 
Council’s legal team for which have not yet been forthcoming. 
A big thank you to Cllr Hugh Pegrum and Town Supervisor Bill Towers for once again, 
getting our main Town Christmas tree into position. 

 
5 EPPING HALL: SILVER BIRCH 

A silver birch to commemorate Epping Town Council’s 50th anniversary was planted by 
Town Mayor, Cllr Janet Whitehouse in the front garden at Epping Hall on Thursday 
13th November 2025. The Mayor’s speech was as follows: 
 
“Back in 1973/74, Local Government was reorganised and what was the Epping Urban 
District Council was restructured to Epping Forest District Council and Epping Town 
Council, with each assuming different responsibilities. The services and functions 
provided by the respective Councils does cause confusion as the tiers work separately. 
While Epping Forest District Council currently look after waste, Council tax, business 
rates and an enormous variety of things, Epping Town Council as the third tier of local 
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government looks after the Parish of Epping and selected functions within in, such as 
Stonards Hill recreation ground, Epping’s Monday Market and Bury Lane Cemetery, to 
name but a few. 
In the next two years, local government will experience another reorganisation and 
the shape of that is yet to be determined. It therefore seems a fitting time to mark 
Epping Town Council’s 50th anniversary (which was in 2024) as a tribute to everything 
that the Town Council has achieved over that time. 
The Town Council continues to protect Epping’s Historic Charter Market and it is 
testimony to those involved in its operations on behalf of the Town Council that it 
continues to thrive today in such different and challenging economic times. 
Bury Lane Cemetery continues to provide a special haven and the last 50 years have 
seen the introduction of the new section with a more modern style of beams. 
Stonards Hill recreation ground has continued to be protected in accordance with the 
covenants surrounding its donation to our Town by the Silley family, but carefully 
developed to provide more modern day facilities, such as floodlit tennis courts, high 
standard football pitches, an outdoor gym, table tennis table, chess table, challenging 
skate park and a café, without spoiling its special character. 
We continue to remind our residents and visitors of Epping’s important history by 
remembering local notable people with blue plaques. 
Our allotments continue to provide a vital source of food, community and wellbeing 
as they did 50 years ago. 
Our main building here at Epping Hall sits on the site of the old Epping Hall, which 
many residents remember. 50 years on we are providing valuable community space 
for the next generation to enjoy. Many of the parents dropping their children off to 
events here now will have memories of using the hall themselves during that half 
decade. 
It is to commemorate the work and achievements of Epping Town Council that we are 
here today to mark our important 50 year anniversary. We will watch the next period 
of local government reorganisation with interest. But in the meantime, I plant this 
tree to mark our important 50 years of service to our Parish and may it grown strong 
and healthy with our town for years to come.” 

6 ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE: MILL MOUND FIELDS 
Epping Town Council are still waiting to hear the outcome of the Asset of Community 
Value application for Mill Mound Fields from Epping Forest District Council’s legal 
team. The response was due by the end of September 2025. 
and healthy with our town for years to come.” 

7 JACK SILLEY PAVILION 
A company has now been appointed by Council’s insurance company to monitor the 
potential building movement at the Jack Silley Pavilion. Council will be kept updated 
on any progress. 











































ATTACHMENT J1 
DRAFT CHARGES 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
         FROM 1 APRIL 2026: 

 £40.50 (single plot)   
 £80.50 (double plot)   
 £36.50 (single plot for seniors*)   
 £73.00 (double plot for seniors*)   

 
 
 
                       FROM 1 APRIL 2027: 

 £40.50 (£41.50) (single plot)   
 £80.50 (£82.50) (double plot)   
 £36.50 (£37.50) (single plot for seniors*)   
 £73.00 (£75.00) (double plot for seniors*)   

 
*Senior citizens qualify for the reduced rate from the age of 65 

 
 

 

ALLOTMENTS 

CHARGES:  Effective from 1 April 2026 (Proposed 2027 3%) 
 

EPPING TOWN COUNCIL 
Epping Hall, St Johns Road 

Epping, Essex CM16 5JU 
Telephone 01992 579444 

Email:  info@eppingtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HALL Basic Local Residents/Businesses Charity 

Monday - Friday £ Per hour £ Per hour £ Per hour 
0800 - 1800  22.50 (23.00)  20.00 (20.50) 17.00 (17.50) 
1800 - 2300 33.50 (34.50) 28.50 (29.50) 19.00 (19.50) 
2300 - 2400 62.00 (64.00)  38.50 (39.50)  34.00 (35.00) 
Saturday  
0800 - 1800 65.50 (67.50)  55.50 (57.00) 36.00 (37.00) 
1800 - 2300  72.50 (74.50)  62.50 (64.50) 40.00 (41.00) 
2300 – 2400  83.00 (85.50) 71.00 (73.00) 44.50 (46.00) 
Sunday    
1000-1800  73.50 (75.50) 65.00 (67.00)                       - 
1800-2230  78.00 (80.50) 70.50 (72.50)                       - 

FULL CONFERENCE ROOM  (suitable for up to 50 people per booking depending on layout) 
Monday - Friday  
0800 - 1800  30.00 (31.00) 20.00 (20.50) 17.00 (17.50) 
1800 - 2300 34.50 (35.50) 22.50 (23.00) 19.50 (20.00) 
2300 - 2400  45.00 (46.50) 41.00 (42.00) 24.50 (25.00) 
Saturday  
0800 - 1800 33.00 (34.00) 28.00 (29.00) 19.00 (19.50) 
1800 - 2300 44.50 (46.00)  38.50 (39.50) 24.50 (25.00) 
2300 – 2400 66.50 (68.50) 56.00 (57.50) 34.50 (35.50) 
Sunday    
1000-1800 45.00 (46.50) 40.50 (41.50)                         - 

CONFERENCE ROOM 1 or 2 (suitable for 10 to 15 people per booking depending on layout) 
Monday - Friday  
0800 – 1800       20.00 (20.50) 17.00 (17.50) 10.50 (11.00) 
1800 – 2300       22.00 (22.50) 19.50 (20.00) 12.00 (12.50) 
2300 - 2400 41.00 (42.00)  34.00 (35.00) 22.00 (22.50) 
Saturday  
0800 - 1800 28.00 (29.00) 24.00 (24.50) 15.50 (16.00) 
1800 - 2300 41.00 (42.00) 34.00 (35.00) 22.00 (22.50) 
2300 - 2400 62.00 (64.00) 52.50 (54.00) 33.00 (34.00) 

BAR/GARDEN LOUNGE  
Monday - Friday   
0800 - 1800 17.50 (18.00) 14.50 (15.00) 9.00 (9.50) 
1800 - 2200 20.00 (20.50) 17.50 (18.00) 10.50 (11.00) 

KITCHEN & GARDEN LOUNGE  (total cost when booked in conjunction with Epping Hall) 
Kitchen (tea/coffee) 49.50 (51.00) 42.00 (43.50) 27.50 (28.50) 
Kitchen (food servery) 131.00 (135.00) 109.00 (112.50) 71.50 (73.50) 
Bar/Garden Lounge 54.50 (56.00) 54.50 (56.00) 54.50 (56.00) 

HIRE OF PREMISES FOR ALL DAY WEDDING – Fully Inclusive Price 
Saturday Non-Epping Resident Epping Resident Hire of Extra Items: 
0800-2400 1281.00 (1319.50) 1099.50 (1132.50) Tablecloths (Each):  £5 (Small) , £6 (Large) 
EXTRAS 
Rack seating: £50.00 per booking Damage deposit:    £200 (refundable) 
Flasks:  £8.50 (9.00) (each flask serves10 cups tea/coffee)  Minimum booking: 2 hours   
PAYMENTS 
A deposit of £30 is payable to secure booking or total cost of booking if under £30.00.   
The balance must be paid at least ONE MONTH before the letting. If the letting is less than ONE MONTH from booking date, the full 
amount must be paid at time of booking.   Cheques to be made payable to EPPING TOWN COUNCIL and crossed a/c Payee Only 
CANCELLATIONS 
Deposits are not refundable.  Balance is refundable only if more than 1 month’s notice of the cancellation is given or if the Hall can 
be let to another hirer for the cancelled period.   

 

EPPING HALL 
Hire Charges 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO VAT @ 20% 

PROPOSED CHARGES 3%: Effective from 1 April 2026 

EPPING TOWN COUNCIL 
Epping Hall, St Johns Road 

Epping, Essex CM16 5JU 
Telephone 01992 579444 

Email:  info@eppingtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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JACK SILLEY PAVILION 
Hire Charges  

EPPING TOWN COUNCIL 
Epping Hall, St John’s Road 

Epping, Essex CM16 5JU 
Telephone 01992 579444 

Fax: 01992 579446 
 

 
PROPOSED CHARGES 3%:  Effective from 1 April 2026 

 

EPPING TOWN COUNCIL 
Epping Hall, St Johns Road 

Epping, Essex CM16 5JU 
Telephone: 01992 579444 

Email: info@eppingtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 

 
 

 ESSEX ROOM FOREST ROOM 
  

Basic 
 

Local 
 

Charity 
 

Basic 
 

Local 
 

Charity 
 

Monday to Friday  
£ 

per hour 
£ 

per hour 
£ 

per hour 
£ 

per hour 
£ 

per hour 
£ 

per hour 

8am - 6pm 18.50 (19.00) 15.00 (15.50) 9.00 (9.50) 15.00 (15.50) 13.00 (13.50) 7.50 (7.50) 

6pm - 11pm 20.50 (21.00) 18.00 (18.50) 10.00 (10.50) 17.50 (18.00) 14.50 (15.00) 8.50 (9.00) 

11pm - 12am 30.00 (31.00) 25.50 (26.50) 15.00 (15.50) 25.00 (26.00) 21.50 (22.00) 13.00 (13.50) 

 
Saturday and Sunday        

8am - 6pm 25.00 (26.00) 21.00 (21.50) 12.00 (12.50) 21.00 (21.50) 18.00 (18.50) 10.00 (10.50) 

6pm - 11pm 29.00 (30.00) 24.50 (25.00)    14.50 (15.00) 25.50 (26.50) 20.50 (21.00) 12.00 (12.50) 

11pm - 12am 51.50 (53.00) 43.50 (45.00) 25.50 (26.50) 41.50 (42.50) 34.50 (35.50) 21.00 (21.50) 

 
NOTES:   (1)  There is a minimum charge of £40 for Sundays on both Essex and Forest Rooms 
                 (2)  There is no VAT to be added to the above charges 
                 (3)  Charging Structure:   
                        Basic:     All external Bookings, 
                        Local :    All Local Commercial or Local Private Functions and  
                        Charity: All Local Organisations and Registered Charities 
 

 
VARIATION TO BASIC CHARGES 
Musical performances, other than family functions, will be charged a fee payable to the Performing Rights 
Society as follows: 
 For dances, discotheques etc. £7.15 per session plus VAT 
 For aerobics, keep fit and dance classes £3.10 per session plus VAT  

 
 
PAYMENTS 
A deposit of £30 is payable to secure booking or total cost of booking if under £30.00.  The balance must be 
paid one month before the letting.  If the letting is less than one month from booking date, the full amount 
must be paid at the time of booking.  A Damage Deposit of £100 is also payable prior to all bookings and 
refundable provided no damage is sustained. 
                            
Cheques to be made payable to EPPING TOWN COUNCIL and crossed a/c Payee Only. 
 
 
CANCELLATIONS 
Deposits to secure bookings are not refundable.  Balance of the hire fee is refundable only if more than one 
month’s notice of the cancellation is given or if the room(s) can be let to another hirer for the cancelled 
period.   
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 Fully Prepared Pitch 

including goal posts 
Dressing rooms and 

use of showers 

 
Pitch No. 1 
 
 
 
Senior Teams 
One day per week per season 
 
One day alternate weeks per season 
 
Other regular users per match 
 
Casual users 

                       
 

£1333.50 (£1373.50) 
£1003.00 (£1033.00) 

 
 

£662.00 (£681.50) 
 

£337.50 (£347.50) 
 

 £51.00 (£52.50) 
 

 £92.00 (£94.50) 

 
 

Included 
£331.00 (£340.50) 

 
 

 £331.00 (£340.50) 
 

 £168.00 (£173.00) 
 

   £29.50 (£30.50) 
 

   £45.00 (£46.00) 
 
Junior Teams (age 11 and under) 
One day per week per season  
 
Regular users per match 
(10 matches or more) 
 
Casual users per match 

 
 

 £396.50 (£408.00) 
 

 £25.50 (£26.50) 
 
 

  £38.50 (£39.50) 
 

 

All the above are subject to VAT unless booked for a season or a minimum of 10 matches 
 

 
Floodlit All Weather Area 
Whole area (per hour)   

    
 

 £51.50 (£53.00) 
 

 

The above is inclusive of VAT which is not payable if booked for a minimum of 10 sessions 
 

 
Visiting Fairs 

   
  £835.50 (£860.50) 

 

 

On site Saturday, open Wednesday to Saturday, off site Sunday 
 

 
Junior Teams:   Frampton Road £207.00 (£213.00) 

 Brook Road £477.00 (£491.00) 
     Lower Swaines Per application 

 

PITCH HIRE  

PROPOSED CHARGES: Effective from 1 April 2026 
 

EPPING TOWN COUNCIL 
Epping Hall, St Johns Road 

Epping, Essex CM16 5JU 
Telephone 01992 579444 

Email:  info@eppingtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

 



ATTACHMENT J2 
 
BUDGET FIRST DRAFT ESTIMATES: 
December 2025 
 
Discussion points to inform the January budget and decisions required: 
 
*Please note: a dra figure has been built into the relevant sections of the income 
and expenditure operating budget for Council to approve/adjust (except 1). 
 
1) Reserves are too low and need to be ‘topped up’. This has been raised on many 
previous audits, where the auditor has been satisfied that these will be addressed 
once the PWLB loans on Epping Hall have lapsed 
 
Transfer sum required? 
 
2) Professional fees budget very low given one legal query could cost £500 and a piece 
of work £1500 plus. Specialist queries requiring formal responses increasing and 
expensive 
 
£15,000 has been budgeted. 
 
Budget increase for professional fees acceptable? 
 
3) Events budget – stayed similar for some time and much of it is spent on operational 
items such as rubbish, licences, road closures and security assistance, etc leaving very 
little for attractions 
 
Town Show: £6,500 has been built in 
Christmas Market: £6,500 has been built in 
 
Budget increase for Town Show and Christmas Market acceptable? 
 
4) Talk About Epping: distribution to each business and household in the Parish ceased 
in ?? due to costs and budgetary constraints (vastly increased utilities) and this was to 
be re-discussed when this had eased 
 
5) Please note: PWLB annual loan reduction approximately £96,000 per annum. 
With nil increase to precept, surplus far less to allocate to reserves (£29,410) due to 
ever increasing operational costs. 
 
Options:  
Option 1: Stay as it is. 500 copies to Epping Hall. (Distributed to a few Town locations 
by individuals by hand). Annual cost approximately: £1300. 
Option 2: 
Print 2500 copies and have them formally distributed to set, key locations throughout 
the town. Annual cost approximately £4500 
Option 3: Return to full print run and distribution. Annual cost approximately: £7000 



 
Which option to build into the 2026/27 budget? 
 
(Please note: middle option has been inserted into the first dra) 



ATTACHMENT J3 
 
Draft five year indicative expenditure based on Action Plan/wish list 
To be built into January 2026 spreadsheet 
Epping Hall Cost 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 
Decorating  £10,000    £5,000 
Wish list  £5,000 £5,000 £5,000 £5,000 £5,000 
Conference 
Room air con 

  £10,000    

       
Jack Silley 
Pavilion 

      

JSP 
decorating 

 £5,000   £5,000  

       
Market       
Gazebos  £20,000     
       
Cemetery       
Entrance 
tarmac 

  £15,000  £20,000  

       
Parks & 
building 

      

Stonards car 
park tarmac 

 £15,000  £15,000  £15,000 

Football 
pitches top 
dressing 

 £18,000    £20,000 

Modular 
toilet (Council 
to consider) 

      

Playgrounds       
Stonards   £40,000 

(S) 
£30,000 
(IC) 

£20,000 
(P,C) 

£20,000 
(T/F). 

       
Wetpour   £10,000 £10,000 £10,000 £10,000 
       
Vehicles  £15,000  £15,000  £15,000 
Mowers   £20,000  £20,000  
Machinery  £10,000  £10,000  £15,000 
Total  £98,000 £100,000 £85,000 £80,000 £105,000 
       
Pitch & 
irrigation 
system 

 £100,000+ 
(Funding 
required 
excluded) 
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