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MINUTES of the ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING held in the Conference Room, Epping Hall, on 
Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 8pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr R Sharif (Town Mayor & Chair) 
 Cllr N Avey (Deputy Town Mayor) 
 Cllr L Burrows Cllr J Duffell   Cllr G Scruton 

Cllr C McCredie Cllr Janet Whitehouse Cllr M Wright 
   
OFFICER: Beverley Rumsey (Town Clerk) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 1 member of the public & 1 member of the press 
  
45 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr H Whitbread, Cllr C Burgess and 
Cllr H Pegrum and Cllr Jon Whitehouse. 
 

46 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr R Sharif, Cllr Janet Whitehouse & Cllr Jon Whitehouse declare a non pecuniary interest 
as Epping Forest District councillors. (Cllr L Burrows should not have been listed.) 
 
Cllr H Whitbread declares a non pecuniary interest as an Epping Forest District Councillor 
and Cabinet Member. 
 
Cllr Janet Whitehouse declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 21 as she is a club 
member. 

 
47 DISPENSATIONS 

 
There were no dispensations. 

 
48 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - QUESTION TIME 
 

 There were no public questions or comments. 
 
49 CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES  
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 12th May 
2026 be signed by the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the Council, subject to 
the following amendment: 
 
Page 4: Cllr C McCredie (delete Town Mayor) 
Page 5: Budget working party: clarify Cllr Jon Whitehouse 
 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 17th March 
2026 be signed by the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the Council. 

 
50 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

It was RESOLVED that the signed Minutes of the following Committee meetings be 
signed by the Mayor as a true record and adopted by the Council. 
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Market Committee       21st April 2026          (Attachment B) 

  Planning & General Purposes Committee   12th May 2026         (Attachment C) 
Planning & General Purposes Committee   26th May 2026         (Attachment D) 

51  COMMUNICATIONS TO NOTE/REQUIRING DECISION 

  (i) PLANNING APPEALS (EFDC) 

Council NOTED the planning information from Epping Forest District Council (EFDC), as 
per Attachment E. 

52 TOWN MAYOR & DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES 
 

The duties undertaken by the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor since the Annual 
Council meeting on 12th May 2026 were NOTED. 

 
53 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS 

 
Reports from members were received on meetings or visits since the Annual Council 
meeting on 12th May 2026: 

    
Cllr M Wright  Neighbourhood Plan drop in session  26th May 2026 
Cllr L Burrows  Neighbourhood Plan drop in session  26th May 2026 
 Cllr G Scruton  Eppingen band concert: St John’s Church 15th May 2026 

Theydon Trusts meeting & AGM  19th May 2026 
Cllr G Scruton was appointed secretary at this meeting 
 Cllr Jon Whitehouse Launch of Epping Town partnership   20th May 2026 
    St John’s Church open day   23rd May 2026 
    Epping Town Partnership committee meeting  5th June 2026 
This meeting was to look at possible projects. 
   Big lunch community event    6th June 2026 
   Neighbourhood Plan public session   8th June 2026 
   Safer Epping      8th June 2026 
Cllr Janet Whitehouse Epping Forest Liaison meeting  13th May 2026 
This meeting looked at Town and Parish Councils’ relationship with EFDC 
   Planning Enforcement training   15th May 2026 
   Planning overview training   15th May 2026 
   Epping Eppingen concert   15th May 2026 
   Dementia awareness session    19th May 2026 
   Launch of Epping Town Partnership  20th May 2026 
There were no shops present. Chair. Secretary. Treasurer chosen. 
   Neighbourhood Plan public session  26th May 2026 
   Epping Town Partnership committee meeting 5th June 2026 
This was to discuss possible projects. More details to be obtained. 
   Big community lunch    6th June 2026 
   Epping & Theydon Garnon Charities meeting 8th June 2026 
New vicar helped reinvigorate charities. Grant applications invited for Christmas and 
Theydon Bois. 
   Neighbourhood Plan public session  8th June 2026 
   Safer Epping     8th June 2026 
Cllr C McCredie Community Safety Partnership meeting 14th May 2026 
   Epping Eppingen band on piazza  15th May 2026 
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   Fire Station open day     16th May 2026 
   Meet Police Epping High Street  19th May 2026 
   Community restoration group   21st May 2026 
Monthly meeting to aid community/restoration   21st May 2026 
   St John’s Church open day   23rd May 2026 
   Weald Hall car home open day  25th May 2026 
   Neighbourhood Plan public session  26th May 2026 
   Thornwood market    6th June 2026 
   Epping for Everyone big picnic Quaker Hall 6th June 2026 
   Safer Epping      8th June 2026 
 

54 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK AND COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS 
 

The Town Clerk advised members of the work surrounding the forthcoming 
Neighbourhood Plan referendum. 

 
Members NOTED the report of the Town Clerk. 
 

55 REPORT FROM EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

Epping Forest District Council 
Cllr Janet Whitehouse 
Cllr Janet Whitehouse elected Vice Chairman of EFDC 
Cllr Alan Lion elected Chairman of EFDC 
Vote of no confidence in leader – was voted against. 

56 FINANCIAL REPORT TO 1ST APRIL TO 31ST MAY 2026 
 

Council considered the summary financial report for April and May 2026, presented by 
Council’s Key Member for Finance, Cllr G Scruton. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability 

Act 2014; 
(ii) No further action was required at the current time. 

 
57 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 

Council’s Key Member for Finance, Cllr G Scruton, presented the payment schedules for 
April and May 2026. Council APPROVED the payment of accounts for April and May 
2026. 

Council is requested to APPROVE the payment of accounts for April 2026 totalling 
£83,828 (Barclays: £82.30, The Co-operative £82,798 & The Co-operative online 
£947.70). (Please note a transfer of £30,000 from Barclays to The Co-operative, a 
transfer of £600 from The Co-operative to The Co-operative online and a petty cash 
withdrawal of £250.)  

Council is requested to APPROVE the payment of accounts for May 2026 totalling 
£55,779.89 (Barclays: £3.162.18, The Co-operative £52,368.32 & The Co-operative online 
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£249.39). (Please note a transfer of £50,000 from Barclays to the Co-operative and a 
transfer of £600 from The Co-operative to The Co-operative online.)  

 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability 
Act 2014; 

(ii) The list of payments for April and May 2026 were APPROVED as presented in 
the schedule. 
 

58  INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT (FINAL)                                               
 

The internal audit report (final) was presented as per Attachment J, following the 
auditor’s work at the end of May 2026. 

 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Audit Commission Act 1998 s9 

to 11; the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015; 

(ii) The report was NOTED with no further action at the current time. 
 
59  INTERNAL AUDITOR AND PROGRAMME) 

 
Council had previously approved a programme of audit from Auditing Solutions Ltd 
who have been Epping Town Council’s internal auditor for some time. Auditing 
Solutions Ltd had advised they will not be undertaking any more internal audits from 
the 2026/27 financial year. The Town Clerk would therefore source alternative internal 
auditors for Council’s approval (with a proposed programme of audit). The Town Clerk 
& Responsible Financial Officer thanked Auditing Solutions Ltd for their supportive 
assistance through a variety of internal auditors during our working relationship over 
many years. 

 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Audit Commission Act 1998 s9 

to 11; the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 

60   ANNUAL RETURN 2025-26 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 
 
Council is required by law to complete an Annual Return for each financial year which is 
sent to the external auditor for approval. The requirements of the Annual Return are 
very rigid and include the Annual Governance Statement, the Accounting Statements 
and the exercise of public rights (a pre-arranged period of 30 days when electors can 
inspect the accounts). 

 
During the remote visits of the internal auditor, any comments or actions have 
been detailed, as per Attachment K1. The Town Clerk, as Responsible 
Financial Officer, considers that Council can answer ‘yes’ to the items in Section 1 
of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), Annual 
Governance Statement 2025/26.  
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It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Audit Commission Act 1998 s9 
to 11; the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015; 

(ii) The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return), as 
per Attachment K, was APPROVED (by answering yes to each question 
in turn) and the Town Mayor was AUTHORISED to sign the statements 
on behalf of the Town Council. 

61 ANNUAL RETURN 2025-26 ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS  
 

Once the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) of the Annual Return has 
been APPROVED, Council must APPROVE the Accounting Statements (Section 2 
of the Annual Return). 

Council was requested to APPROVE the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the 
Annual Return), as per Attachment K, and AUTHORISE the Town Mayor to sign 
the statements on behalf of the Town Council. 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as Audit Commission Act 1998 s9 to 11; 
the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015; 

(ii) The Accounting Statements were APPROVED (Section 2 of the Annual 
Return) and the Town Mayor AUTHORISED to sign the statements on 
behalf of the Town Council. 

62 ANNUAL RETURN 2025-26 EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS 
 

Council as a corporate body with transactions in the financial year, is required to 
make arrangements for the exercising of public rights; a period of 30 days when 
electors can inspect the accounts. These must fall within certain dates, which 
usually, must include the first ten working days of July, ie 1st-14th July inclusive.  

Council was requested to APPROVE the dates of the exercise of public rights as 
Monday 15th June 2026 until Friday 24th July 2026, in accordance with the 
requirements, as recommended by the Town Clerk and Responsible Financial 
Officer. 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Audit Commission Act 1998 s9 
to 11; the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 

(ii) Council APPROVED the dates of the exercise of public rights as 
Monday 15th June 2026 until Friday 24th July 2026, in accordance with the 
requirements, as recommended by the Town Clerk and Responsible 
Financial Officer. 

63       FINANCIAL YEAR END POSITION 2025/26 
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A summary of Epping Town Council’s final 2025/26 year end position, following the 
closedown of the 2025/26 financial year by Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd on 13th May 
2026, was provided as per Attachment L. Please note Council’s year end date is 31st March 
2026 (31st March each year). 

 
 It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Audit and Accountability 
Act 2014. 
 

64       REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

Council reconsidered their representations on outside bodies for clarification. 
 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 
s111; 

(ii) Cllr M Wright would continue to represent Epping Town Council on Epping 
Horticultural Society; 

(iii) The representative for the Local Authority Liaison meeting for Epping Forest 
would be the Town Mayor (Cllr R Sharif for 2026-27); 

(iv) Cllr N Avey would take over from Cllr Janet Whitehouse as Epping Town Council’s 
representative on the Local Councils’ Liaison Committee (Epping Forest). 
 

65      EPPING PETANQUE CLUB 
 

Council considered the request from Epping Petanque Club, as per Attachment N. 
 
It was RESOLVED that: 

 
(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s19; 
(ii) The extension to the piste was APPROVED, as per Attachment N, subject to the 

external funding sourced as detailed. 
 

66 INSURANCE POLICIES 
 

Council discussed the insurance information. 
 

   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Audit Commission Act 1998 s9 
to 11; the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015; 

(ii) The Town Clerk/RFO and Key Member for Finance were AUTHORISED to 
conclude the insurance renewal; 

(iii) The Town Clerk/RFO and Key Member for Finance were AUTHORISED to 
conclude the interim insurance renewals each time. 
 

67 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
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It was RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 

68 ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE: MILL MOUND FIELDS LEGAL DECISION  

Council discussed the Asset of Community Value Mill Mound Fields legal decision 
information, as per Attachment O. 
 

   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Localism Act 2011, ss87-108; 
(ii) The Town Clerk would take legal advise with a view to formally legally 

challenging the decision; 
(iii) Resubmission of the application following legal advice was to be pursued. 

69 EMERGENCY PLANNING: THIRD PARTY 

 Council discussed the emergency planning, third party request, as per Attachment P. 
 

   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 
s111; 

(ii) This would be discussed with the Emergency Planning Officer at Epping Forest 
District Council; 

(iii) Any assistance would be a meeting point, supported by a letter of 
understanding, subject to the discussion resulting from (ii) above. 

 
70 STAFF CONTRACT/MATTERS 
 

Council discussed the staff information as per Attachment Q. 
 

   It was RESOLVED that: 
 

(i) The statutory basis for this item be NOTED as the Local Government Act 1972, 
s112; 

(ii) The RECOMMENDATION was APPROVED, as per Attachment Q. 
 
 
 

CLOSURE 
The Town Mayor, Cllr R Sharif, closed the meeting at 9.23pm. 

 
 
Signature of Chairman 
 
Date 
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MINUTES of the PLANNING AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING held at 
Epping Hall, St. Johns Road, Epping on Tuesday, 9th June 2026 at 7.15pm. 
 
 
PRESENT: Cllr N Avey (Chairman) 
 Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) 
 Cllr C McCredie 

Cllr G Scruton 
 
OFFICERS: Jo-Ann Lewis (Planning, Market & Events Officer) 
  
IN ATTENDANCE: One member of the press and one member of the public. 
 
37 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr C Burgess. 
 
38         DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) declared a non-pecuniary interest in application 

EPF/0966/26, 25, Tower Road, Epping as he is a resident in Tower Road, Epping.  
  
39 DISPENSATIONS  
 

There were no dispensations. 
  
40 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Committee RESOLVED that: 
 
the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & General Purposes Committee held on  
Tuesday, 26th May 2026 be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 
41 PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
 

There were no public questions or comments. 
 
42 NOTICES AND INFORMATION 

 
 There were no notices or information. 
 
43 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  

EPF/0966/26 25, Tower Road, 
Epping, CM16 5EL. 
Mr and Mrs B 
Lamb. 
 

 

Replacement front entrance porch, 
renewal of flat roof to existing rear 
extension. Flat roof extended to replace 
existing conservatory roof. Proposed 
glazing changes to rear ground floor 
elevation, Proposed window with obscure 
glazing to side elevation facing No 23. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
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EPF/0997/26 Rosslyn,  
Kendal Avenue,  
Epping, CM16 4PL. 
Mr & Mrs Ericson. 

Front porch extension, including flat roof 
to pitch and elevational material 
alterations. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/1039/26 59, Hemnall Street, 

Epping, CM16 4LZ. 
Mr S Clarke. 
 

Variation of Condition 2 Plan numbers of 
EPF/0902/25 (Part two storey and part 
single storey front and side extensions, part 
two storey and part single storey rear 
extension and internal alterations. External 
swimming pool and small outbuilding). 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
 
44 PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

Committee NOTED the decisions as received from Epping Forest District Council since 
the date of the previous agenda and up until the date of this agenda. 

 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.22pm. 

 
 
Signature of Chairman      

 
 
 

Date 
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MINUTES of the PLANNING AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING held at 
Epping Hall, St. Johns Road, Epping on Tuesday, 23rd June 2026 at 7.15pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) 
 Cllr C McCredie 

Cllr G Scruton 
Cllr C Burgess 

 
OFFICER: Jo-Ann Lewis (Planning, Market & Events Officer) 
  
IN ATTENDANCE: One member of the press, four members of the public and  
 Cllr Janet Whitehouse. 
 
71 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr N Avey. 
 
72         DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
73 DISPENSATIONS  
 

There were no dispensations. 
  
74 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Committee RESOLVED that: 
 
the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & General Purposes Committee held on  
Tuesday, 9th June 2026 be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 
75 PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
 

There were no public questions or comments. 
 
76 NOTICES AND INFORMATION 

 
 There were no notices or information. 
 
77 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  

EPF/1057/26 1, Frampton Road, 
Epping, CM16 6RP. 
A Plant. 

Proposed ground floor and first floor 
side extensions. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
EPF/2401/25 Land South of Ivy 

Chimneys Road,  
South Epping. 
Barwood  
Development  
Securities Limited. 
 

Up to 270 dwellings (Use Class C3) 
including surface water drainage and all 
other ancillary infrastructure and 
enabling works, strategic public open 
space, with vehicular access from the new 
junction on to Ivy Chimneys Road; all 
other matters (internal access, layout, 
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appearance, scale and landscaping) 
reserved for subsequent approval 

Committee OBJECT to this application in its current form. While the committee 
acknowledges that the proposal forms part of the South Epping Masterplan 
and is included in the Local Plan, it requests more detailed information on the 
infrastructure, open space and design of the new homes on this part of the 
site. Local schools and doctors’ surgeries are already at capacity, so a clear plan 
should be in place before any further development begins. 
It has been highlighted by a resident of Ivy Chimneys Road that the current 
plan shows properties built directly on to the back of their garden without the 
‘green space’ previously promised, at a developer meeting, only a mention of 
‘garden buffering’ is shown on some plans, which was not previously 
mentioned or explained. 
Details are lacking on the increase in both resident and ancillary traffic that 
270 homes would naturally generate on to Ivy Chimneys Road, a road that is 
already under strain from local traffic.  
 
 
Relevant policies: EFDC Local Plan 2011-2033, Part One: Policy DM6 A, B (II) 
DM9 A (I) (II) D, F,H, I (iii) (iv) DM10 C, P1 E. 
EPF/1144/26 11, Bury Road,  

Epping,  
CM16 5ET. 
Mr & Mrs Rowe. 

Construction of rear patio with raised 
planters and steps. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application, however they would like 
the planning officer to monitor the height of the patio, so this does not 
become an intrusive height to the neighbouring properties.  
EPF/1101/26 Land at Stonards 

Hill, Epping, 
CM16. 
Bowlby Tree  
services & care.  

TPO/EPF/16/86 (Ref: A6, A3) 
T56, T57, T59: Lime - Fell and replace with 
Hawthorn, as specified. 
T17: Sycamore - Fell, as specified. 
TPO/EPF/12/90 
T3: Lime - Fell, as specified. 

Committee OBJECT to this application on the grounds there is not enough 
supporting or visual evidence as to why the trees need to be felled, and why 
they will be replaced with Hawthorn.  This application should be referred to 
the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
EPF/1105/26 Land at Stonards 

Hill, Epping, 
CM16. 
Bowlby Tree  
services & care. 

TPO/EPF/16/86 (Ref: A6) 
T55: Lime - Pollard to 6m height,  
as specified. 
T58: Lime - Pollard to 10m height,  
as specified. 
TPO/EPF/63/10 (Ref: W3) 
T5: Lime - Pollard to 10m height,  
as specified. 
T10: Cedar - Monolith to 5-8m,  
as specified. 
TPO/EPF/21/93 
G1, G2: Limes - Crown reduce to previous 
points, as specified. 
T25: Lime - Crown reduce to previous 
points, as specified. 
TPO/EPF/12/90 
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T9: Lime - Crown reduce to previous 
points, as specified. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application, provided all work is 
carried out under the supervision of the arboricultural officer at EFDC. 
EPF/1129/26 21 Hemnall 

Street, Epping, 
CM16 4LU. 
Mr J French 

TPO/EPF/40/03 (Ref: T2) 
T1: Birch - Reduce limb overhanging 
neighbouring property by up to 2m,  
as specified. 

Committee have NO OBJECTION to this application. 
 
78 OTHERS 
  

EPF/1062/26 Best Western  
The Bell Hotel,  
High Road, Epping, 
CM16 4DG. 
Somani Hotels  
Limited. 

Certificate of Lawful Development for 
existing use of a hotel to accommodate 
asylum seekers. 

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN PRIOR TO MEETING.  
 
79 PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

Committee NOTED that no decisions were received from Epping Forest District Council 
since the date of the previous agenda and up until the date of this agenda. 

 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.07pm. 

 
 
Signature of Chairman      

 
 
 

Date 









ATTACHMENT D1 
 
Statement from Cllr Annie-May O’Neill 
I am honoured to have been duly elected on the 7th May to serve as your County Councillor. I 
grew up in and around Epping and Theydon Bois, attending Ivy Chimneys Primary School and St 
John’s Secondary School. These communities have played a central role in my upbringing, and 
it is a privilege to now represent and serve them. 
Since my election, I have also been appointed as Deputy to the Leader on Local Government 
Reorganisation (LGR). Essex County Council’s position on LGR remains clear: we are 
committed to protecting strong, accountable local governance and ensuring that any proposals 
are robustly scrutinised. A Judicial Review process is currently being pursued by us as ECC to 
challenge the significant risks and implications associated with proposals that could 
fundamentally alter local governance structures. This reflects our concern over what would be 
a multi-million-pound disruption to the valued localism we have across Epping Forest and 
Essex. I can provide further detailing of my deputy role to those who wish to be made aware. 
I am sure you will all be delighted that ECC has now called for a pothole emergency affecting 
our roads. Following productive discussions with the Cabinet Member for Highways, it has been 
confirmed that each County Councillor has been allocated three key priority roads within their 
division. These roads—identified in the accompanying spreadsheet—have been prioritised for 
enhanced attention and maintenance, ensuring that we target the most pressing areas of 
concern for residents. 
In addition, I would like to highlight the work of Essex County Council’s Road Safety Engineering 
Team, particularly in relation to the annual review of personal injury collisions. This evidence-
based programme analyses three years of collision data, including all incidents recorded under 
the national STATS19 system. High-risk locations—defined where multiple injury collisions 
have occurred, including fatal or serious incidents—are identified, assessed, and prioritised. 
Engineers now undertake detailed reviews of these sites, examining patterns, contributing 
factors, and whether issues can be addressed through highway engineering measures. Where 
appropriate, formal Casualty Reduction Reports are produced, incorporating site evidence, 
proposed interventions, and cost-benefit assessments. This structured, risk-based approach 
ensures that investment is targeted where it can have the greatest impact—particularly in 
reducing incidents involving those killed or seriously injured. It is a sobering reminder of the very 
real and often devastating consequences of road traffic collisions across our network that ECC 
and Myself as your County Councillor take first hand on priority for safety. 
I am pleased to also note positive steps being taken in other areas. Changes to library provision 
are helping to remove financial barriers to access, ensuring that more residents—particularly 
young people and families—can benefit from local services. £1.15 fee for book reservations set 
to be scrapped. The recently introduced fee by our predecessors to reserve books at Essex 
County Council’s 74 libraries is to be scrapped by the authority’s new administration. 
The changes, implemented in April, introduced a £1.15 fee for reserving books for most 
customers. However, the council’s new administration has announced it is in the process to 
reverse the decision, originally made as part of the previous council’s budget. 
As your County Councillor, I fully recognise my duty to listen, respond, and act on the concerns 
of all residents and stakeholders. I have been reaching out to local schools and nurseries 
across the division to ensure that their voices are heard and that any concerns are properly 
understood and addressed for children and parental needs. 



While I am proud to serve as a Town, District, and County Councillor, and therefore maintain a 
demanding schedule, I remain committed to accessibility. I will continue to hold regular 
surgeries at our office on Epping High Street, providing residents with the opportunity to meet 
and raise issues directly. 
I look forward to building strong working relationships with individual councillors across both 
authorities. I would also very much welcome the opportunity to speak with you personally and 
collaborate on the issues that matter most to our communities. 
Finally, I hope to see many of you at the wonderful Epping Fair on 5 July. 
At just 20 years old, I am deeply committed to serving the towns and communities that shaped 
my childhood with integrity. It is both an honour and a responsibility I take extremely seriously, 
and I will work tirelessly to represent the interests of our residents with dedication and 
professionalism. 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to hearing from many of you. 
Yours sincerely, 
Cllr Annie-May O’Neill 
County Councillor for Epping and Theydon Bois 
 
 



ATTACHMENT D2 
 

	

Progress	update	on	Bakers	Lane/Cottis	
Lane,	Epping	
I	am	writing	to	make	you	aware	than	update	has	been	posted	on	our	dedicated	webpage	
for	this	scheme,	I	have	summarised	the	information	below:	

Latest	News	
Following	the	recent	pause	of	works	to	allow	essential	utility	works	to	take	place,	we	can	
confirm	Essex	Highways	will	be	restarting	activities	to	complete	footway	and	
carriageway	works	on	Bakers	Lane/Cottis	Lane	in	Epping	from	13	July	2026.	
		
This	will	require	a	full	closure	of	the	carriageway,	however	resident	access	to	Albany	
Court	and	Bakers	Lane	will	be	supported.	We	anticipate	this	phase	will	take	two	weeks	
to	complete,	providing	we	are	not	affected	by	adverse	weather	or	if	unexpected	issues	
arise.	
		
At	a	future	date	yet	to	be	confirmed,	overnight	surfacing	works	will	be	necessary.	Details	
will	be	provided	in	advance	of	the	closure.	
		
Updates	will	continue	to	be	provided	on	our	webpage,	as	well	as	through	local	signage	
and	One.Network.	
 	
 	
Could	you	kindly	share	this	information	with	the	local	councillor,	residents	and	
businesses.			
		
The	full	URL	to	our	webpage	is:	
https://www.essexhighways.org/bakers-lane-epping	

		

https://www.essexhighways.org/bakers-lane-epping
https://one.network/?GB143313103
https://www.essexhighways.org/bakers-lane-epping


		
Essex	Highways	Information	
		

	
		

	
		
www.essex.gov.uk/highways	
		

		 	
		
		
		
Please	note	that	this	message	has	been	sent	from	an	unmonitored	email	
address,	so	please	do	not	reply.	For	any	enquiries	please	contact	us	via	the	
contact	form	available	online	at	www.essex.gov.uk/enquiries.	
		

		

	
 

 	
 	

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/highways
http://www.essex.gov.uk/enquiries


Epping Town Council ATTACHMENT E 

                                                                              
Ordinary Council Meeting   

TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES/ENGAGEMENTS Cllr Razia Sharif 
 
Sunday 14th June 2026 Interview with The Guardian re Epping Town, the protests and 

rebuilding the Community as Mayor of Epping 
Tuesday 16th June 2026 Planning Panel with Cllr Mary Dadd and others re Neighbourhood 

Plan, saving our Green Belt. 
Friday 19th June 2026 3food4U Epping official opening with Dr Neil Hudson MP. 

Monday 22nd June 2026 5.30pm Planning Panel briefing. 7pm Special Measures briefing 
(EFDC) 

Thursday 2nd July 2026 Town Show meeting 

Friday 3rd July 2026 Kitwood Ward Summer Party at St Margaret’s 

Sunday 5th July 2026 Epping Town Show 

Friday 10th July 2026 Country Care Teddy Bear’s picnic in Chingford  

 
 
DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES/ENGAGEMENTS Cllr Nigel Avey 
 
Sunday 5th July 2026 Epping Town Show 

 



Epping Town Council    14/07/26  ATTACHMENT F 

REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 
 

1 EPPING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
The Town Clerk is delighted to announce that Epping’s Neighbourhood Plan was 
subject to a public referendum on Thursday 18th June 2026 and 92.39% of those who 
voted voted Yes. The turnout was approximately 20%. On behalf of Epping Town 
Council, the Clerk would like to thank our Neighbourhood Planning consultant Martin 
Small for all his help over the last 11 years, all the local resident stakeholders who gave 
up a lot of their time in the earlier years to help shape the plan, the residents who 
helped promote the referendum and its key messages and to everyone who voted in 
support of the Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan legally needs to be signed off by Epping 
Forest District Council (scheduled for 23rd July) and if made, will become a key 
planning document for Epping. 

 
2 EPPING TOWN SHOW 

The Town Clerk would like to thank everyone involved in Epping Town Show on 
Sunday 5th July 2026. A particular thank you to Jo-Ann for organising the event and to 
Bill and our grounds team for all their operational work on the ground. The Show was 
a huge success attended by many. 
 

3 EPPING HALL CONFERENCE ROOM DECORATION 
The conference room at Epping Hall has now been decorated. The honours board has 
been removed for Cllr G Scruton to look at the layout. 
 

4 CLASSIC CAR SHOW 
Rotary’s classic car show will take place on Sunday 19th July 2026 at Stonards Hill 
recreation ground from 12 noon to 4pm. 

 
5 CLERK’S ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT 

Our Clerk’s Administration Assistant started on Monday 22nd June and is now 
providing administration support to the Town Clerk. Members will notice emails 
coming through from our new colleague. 
 

6 SENIOR FINANCE OFFICER VACANCY 
The Town Clerk has successfully recruited a new Senior Finance Officer who will join 
Epping Town Council on Wednesday 15th July 2026 and undertake a 2 week handover 
with the current postholder who leaves on Wednesday 29th July 2026. 
The Town Clerk would like to thank our current Senior Finance Officer for all their 
hard work over the last 21.5 years; she will be very much missed. 
 

7 EPPING TOWN COUNCIL’S NEW WEBSITE 
Epping Town Council’s new website is currently under construction and we expect the 
site to be live in approximately August 2026. This is quite a time consuming process as 
the Clerk gathers all the necessary material for the new site. The website should be 
much more user friendly and accessible. Council will be kept informed of progress. 





















ATTACHMENT J 

CYCLE OF MEETINGS  2027/2028 

Council and Committee/Cycle of Meetings 2027-2028 
 

 

 

2027 
 
May 11  Planning and General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council – Annual Meeting  8.00pm 

 
 25  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 

 
June 8  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council  8.00pm 

 
 22  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 

 
July 13  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council  8.00pm 

 
July 27  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 

 
August 10  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council  8.00pm 

 
 24  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 

 
September 14  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council  8.00pm 

 
 28  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 

 
October 12  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council   (Estimates 1) 8.00pm 

 
 26  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Corporate Governance Advisory Committee 8.00pm 
October                                 Action Plan Working Party meeting 
 
November 9  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council   (Estimates 1)  8.00pm 

 
 23  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 

 



ATTACHMENT J 

CYCLE OF MEETINGS  2027/2028 

Council and Committee/Cycle of Meetings 2027-2028 
 

 

December  14  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council  (Estimates 2)  8.00pm 

 

 28 
 
 Planning & General Purposes (24th)  7.15pm 

      
 

2028 
 

January 11  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council               (Budget & Precept) 8.00pm  
      
 25  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 

 
February  8  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council  8.00pm 

 
 22  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Corporate Governance Advisory Committee 8.00pm 
      
March  14  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council  8.00pm 

 
 21  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm  
March     Action Plan Working Party meeting  
     
April  11  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council  8.00pm 

 
 25  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
      
May 9  Planning and General Purposes  7.15pm 
   Council – Annual Meeting  8.00pm 

 
 23  Planning & General Purposes  7.15pm 
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